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Israel navy abducts Lebanese fishermen 

TYRE (AFP) — Israel abducted Monday two 
foe southern port city of Tyre 
after opening. machine-gun fire on them. security 
soOTces ^mi An. Israeli navy gunboat fired at six 
Lcbawtt fishing boats about one kilometre south of 
Tyre at dawn, they said. Four of the fishing boats man- 
aged to iacapc while two of them were, seized by the 
goo boat, they added. Mohammad Bawwab, president 
of the fishermen's syndicate, told Agence France 
Pressclhas two fishermen aboard one of the two 
remaining smaH boats were interrogated for two hours 
offshore by Israeli navy officers. He said two other 
fishermen, identified as Hussein Gbanera and Hani 
Birnawi. were abducted with their boot and taken to 
an unknown destination. 
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Iraq offers its citizenship to Arabs 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein has 
offered Iraqi citizenship to ail Arabs, except for Pales- 
tinians, official newspapers announced Monday. 
Under a presidential decree, any person aged over 18, 
bora of Arab parents and living in the region now has 
the right to an Iraqi passport within three months of 
filing an application. Newspapers said the decision 
fell within the policies of Arab unity advocated by the 
Baath Pany. which has been in power since 1968. “If 
the Inierior Ministry decides not to grant Iraqi nation- 
ality to an individual for whatever reason, it will have 
to explain the decision to the president’s office,” 
according to the decree, Palestinians are excluded 
because Iraq, which portrays itself as a champion of 
their cause, does not want to encourage them to aban- 
don their lands and own nationality, newspaper said. 
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US. air force chief 
steps down over 
Saudi bombing 

WASHINGTON (R) —The 
I'.S. Air Force chief of staff. 
General Ronald Fogkman, 
has submitted his resigna- 
tion amid differences over 
responsibility for security 
lapses that led to the death of 
19 U.S. Airmen in a guerril- 
la bombing m Saudi Arabia 
last year. Pentagon officials 
said. Air force officials said 
Gen. FogJeman. a member 
of the joint chiefs of staff, 
had requested early retire- 
ment no later than Septem- 
ber I. 

Turkish police 
arrest Islamist 
demonstrators 

ISTANBUL (R\ — Turkish 
police arrested 11 demon- 
strators ar an illegal Islamist 
protest against government 
plans to shut down religious 
high schools. Anatolian 
news agency said that ban- 
ners in Arabic and Turkish 
were also seized at the 
demonstration after prayers 
Sunday at Istanbul's Beyazir 
mosque, often the scene of 
Islamist protests. The gov- 
ernment of Prime Minis ter 
MeswYilmaz has said it will 
expand secularist education 
in a bill due to be voted on in 
parliament in the coming 
weeks. The bill would effec- 
tively close Islamic schools 
if it were passed. 

Egypt expels 

Saudi for beating 
policeman 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt cm 
Monday entered the expul- 
sion of a Saudi businessman 
and banned him from return- 
ing here after he beat up a 
police officer over the week- 
end. police sources srid. 
Fahd Mohammad Zoafi 
allegedly beat up police 
Lieutenant Ashraf Awadi 
when the latter stopped him 
because he was driving a car 
with Saudi licence plates in 
violation of Egyptian laws 
on a main Cairo Street, they 
said The incident occurred 
on Saturday on the busy 
Jaraeat AI Duwal A1 Arabiya 
street in the residential 
neighbourhood of Muhan- 
disseen. The Egyptian Interi- 
or Ministry confirmed the 
incident and the expulsion 
order but would not identify 
the man involved, saying 
only that he was of Arab 
nationality. 

MPs call to expel Iraq 
after torture reports 

LONDON l AFP) — The 
British government has been 
urged to put pressure on 
FIFA, international foot- 
ball's ruling body, to expel 
Iraq after reports that the 
country's World Cup squad 
were tortured after losing a 
march. Seven Tory MB’s 
urged die government to 
“ensure that Iraq is immedi- 
ately expelled from 
international competition 
until these human rights 
abuses are brought to an end 
and those responsible pun- 
ished” They expressed con- 
cerns about newspaper 
claims that President Sad- 
dam Hussein's son Uday 
ordered the team — knocked 
out of the World Cup finals 
after losing 3-1 to Kaza- 
khstan — to Radwaniyah 
military base. The players 
were “caned on the soles of 
their feet, beaten on their 
backs and threatened with 
indefinite imprisonment,” 
the MPs said in a commons 
early day motion. Iraqi dissi- 
dents claimed earlier this 
month that Uday ordered 
that the team be imprisoned 
and tortured and have their 
hair and moustaches shaved 
off on their return to Iraq 
from the match in Kaza- 
khstan. 


After meeting, Levi and Shaath 
announce talks to resume in days 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israelis and Pales- 
tinians took a step forward 
Monday towards ending 
their four-month crisis, 
announcing they would 
resume negotiations on 
implementing outstanding 
aspects of their peace 
accords. 

"We are deriding to 
return to the talks ... out of 
a desire to restore mutual 
trusC* Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Lev y said after 
meeting with Palestinian 
Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath in Jerusalem. 

There was no indication, 
however, that the sides 
resolved the major issues 
bedevilling the talks: the 
Palestinians' demand for a 
halt to Israeli building in 
disputed territories, and 
Israel's demand for a 
renewal of intelligence- 
sharing. 

Mr. Shaath said be 
"emphasised" to Mr. Levy 
the Palestinians’ commit- 
ment “on security matters 
and on prevention .. of all 
acts that would injure, harm 
or create violence against 
Israelis and Palestinians." 

Israeli sources said Israel 
was pleased recently by the 
Palestinians' improved 
security cooperation, not- 
ing the arrest of Palestinian 
officers Israel charged were 
planning attacks on Israeli- _ 
and the discovery of ;i 
bomb-making factory near 
Bethlehem. 

Messrs. Levy and Shaath 
said bilateral committees 

— whose work has been 
mostly frozen since March 

— would resume work “in 
the next few days” on out- 
standing issues from the 
Israel -Palestinian peace 
agreements. 

Those issues include the 
opening of a Palestinian air- 
port and sea port in the 


Gaza Strip, establishment 
of a ‘‘safe passage” for trav- 
el between the West Bank 
and Gaza, and the release of 
Palestinian prisoners. 

There was no mention of 
a settlement freeze by 
Israel. 

Monday’s announcement 
did not appear to be related 
to American efforts to 
restart the talks, although 
officials from both sides 
had travelled to Washington 
in recent days and U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross is 
expected buck in the region 
within the next two weeks. 

Its timing may have been 
affected by pressure build- 
ing over a decision by 
Jerusalem’s mayor last 
week to allow construction 
of another Jewish settle- 
ment in Ras AJ Amoud, an 
Arab neighbourhood in the 
heart of east Jerusalem, 
which Palestinians want as 
the capital of a future suite. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
opposed building the politi- 
cally sensitive project, and 
assured the Palestinians it 
would not go forward. 

Mr. Shaath said Mr. 
Netanyahu's opposition to 
the project “contributes to 
the confidence that is being 
built and creates a better 
atmosphere to the future.” 

The Palestinians had 
demanded a holt to all 
Israeli settlement activity, 
but Mr. Shaath said such 
issues would be dealt with 
after the talks arc resumed. 

Mr. Shaath’s deputy, Anis 
AI Qaq, said the Palestini- 
ans expected to see tangible 
results from the committee 
meetings within the next 
few weeks “to prevent an 
explosion.” 

“We feel maybe if we 
exchange confidence-build- 
ing measures, it will make 
it easier to tackle these dif- 
ficult issues in a short 


Knesset speaker approves j 
vote on Golan Heights bill j 

I 

TEL AVIV < AP) — Israels parliament speaker on Monday reject- J 
ed demands to hukl a new vote on a controversial bxQ that would { 
moke it more difficult for Israel to return any of the Golan Heights j 
to Syria and hinder efforts lu renew peace talks. 

‘The process was appropriate and in aeccrdance to regulations, ! 
and 1 duefore approve die vote.” Knesset Speaker Dan Uchon ! 
announced. j 

Opposition lawmakers say Mr. Tichun caught them off guanJ j 
when he held the July 24 vute also. Prime Minister Benyamin | 
Netanyahu and cabinet ministers drew criticism for voting in favour 
of the bill even though the gavemnKni had announced it opposed h. 

The bill, proposed by a lawmaker from Mr Netanyahu’s ruling 
Likud party, would require that any pullout from the strategic 
plateau be approved by al least 80 members of the 120-seai parlia- 
ment. The 43-40 vole was a preliminary reading. 

If the bill passes the required three timber readings, h could block 
hopes of resuming peace talks with Syria, which have been on hold 
for over a year. 

Before the vote last Wednesday, the opposition had succeeded in 
repelling a separate bill that would have required that any land con- 
cessions both pass a referendum and win an absolute majority of 61 
in the Knesset But in their joy, opposition members were apparent- 
ly caught unaware by the second vote many did not vote, and one 
unintentionally voted in favour of it. 

A tumult broke out on the Knesset floor, with exposition leader 
Ehud Barak demanding that the vote be held again. 

Haim Ramon, a leader of the opposition Labour pany, said Mr. 
Tichoo’s decision to reject rial demand may be technically legal but 
“against logic.” 

“There was complete pandemonium in the Knesset,” Mr. Ramon 
said. TTicbon) should not have held the vote. It was very dishon- 
ourable.’’ 

Israel occupied the Golan in the 1967 war and unilaterally 
annexed it in 19S1. Under the previous Labour goverraneiu, Israel 
and Sjria were dose to a Gokm-for-Peace deaL The talks havebeen 
frozen under Ml Netanyahu, who opposes a total pullout from the 
Golan but has not ruled out a territorial compromise. _ . 


time,” he said. 

The approval of Miami 
businessman Irving 

Moskowitz's plans to build 
a 70-unit housing project in 
Ras Al Amoud drew warn- 
ings from Palestinians and 
Israeli security officials that 
it could set off a new explo- 
sion of violence. 

The Ras Al Amoud pro- 
posal came up against other 
hurdles Monday. 

Archaeologists said a 


first-century cemetery 
occupies the site and interi- 
or ministry officials said 
construction would have to 
await an appeal by two city 
council members from 
Israel's left-wing Meretz 
party. Attorney General 
Elyakim Rubinstein sub- 
mitted an opinion that it 
was possible for the gov- 
ernment to stop the con- 
struction even if permits 
had been given. 


Victorious sports teams return 
home to national celebrations 

Jordan clinches 10 gold, 8 silver and 21 bronze medals 


By Elia Nasrallah 
and Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor along 
with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hasson and 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, 
president of the Jordan 
Soccer Federation, Mon- 
day welcomed home the 
Jordanian national teams 
who took part in the 8th 
Pan-Arab Games in Beirut. 

Also present to welcome 
the national teams, who 
arrived on board a military 
plane, were other members 
of the Royal family, acting 
Prime IVfjnister Abdullah 
Ensour, Chief of the Royal 
Court Awn Khasawneh, 
ministers and other offi- 
cials. 

The King and Queen 
congratulated the teams, 
who clinched ten gold 
medals, eight silver and 
twenty one bronze. 

The national teams were 
accorded a tumultous wel- 
come at the airport and all 
along die streets that led 
from the airport to the 
Sports City by cheering 
crowds who carried Jor- 
danian flags and showered 
the teams with flowers. 

People from aD comers 
of the country converged 
on Amman to welcome the 
national teams and gath- 
ered at the Sports City for 
the main celebration in 


honour of the team mem- 
bers. 

Prince Abdullah Monday 
received a cable of con- 
gratulations from Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Issa Al KhaJi- 
fah, the Crown Prince of 
Bahrain on the Jordanian 
national soccer team's 
winning of the gold medal 
upon the conclusion of the 
Pan- Arab Games in Beirut. 

The Kingdom's karate, 
taekwondo, swimming and 
wrestling teams in addition 
to the media and delega- 
tion officials arrived 
together with the soccer 
team who won the gold 
medal after a I -0 win over 
Syria Sunday night cap- 
ping a record-breaking Jor- 
danian participation at the 
8th Pan-Arab Games. 

The Kingdom’s win in 
the soccer final was Jor- 
dan’s biggest sporting 
achievemeoL Jordan’s only 
previous gold medal in 
team sports at the Pan- 
Arab Games came when 
the basketball team 
clinched first place in the 
1985 Games in Morocco. 

Jordan impressed 

onlookers and eliminated 
Kuwait on their way to the 
final of the event in which 
eight countries took part 
including Lebanon, Oman, 
Libya, the UAE, Syria and 
Mauritania. 

Jordan finished 5th over- 
all among 19 competing 
countries in the best Jor- 
danian showing to date 
since the event was first 


held in 1953. 

Jordan took a total of 39 
medals including 10 gold, 
8 silver and 21 bronze 
medals in the two-week- 
long event as 94 men and 
33 women athletes com- 
pered in 14 of the 20 
events. 

The Kingdom's athletes 
gained more gold medals 
in Beirut than in the past 7 
Pan-Arab Games altogeth- 
er. 

The games have been 
held only seven times since 
1953, and Jordan partici- 
pated in all past Pan- Arab 
Games gaining a total, of 
49 medals including 7 
gold, 16 silver, 26 bronze. 

On the sidelines of the 
competition. Jordan 
received approval to host 
the 9th Pan -Arab Games in 
2001. Kuwait was chosen 
as a substitute in case Jor- 
dan withdrew their bid. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
3,000 athletes took part in 
the Beirut games and only 
Somalia and the Comoros 
were absent, making it the 
largest gathering of Arab 
youth since the event was 
last held in Syria in 1 992. 

Jordan’s results were 
impressive in most sports 
especially the taekwondo 
team who earned a total of 
13 medals (4 golds, 3 sil- 
ver and 6 bronze). 

The boxers won five 
medals (2 gold and 3 


bronze). 

Jordan also got five 
medals in athletics (2 gold, 
1 silver , 2 bronze). 

Other medals included 
three bronze in weightlift- 
ing; a silver and bronze in 
fencing and a silver in 
judo. 

Jordan also added a gold 
medal in Graeco-Roman 
wrestling, and a silver in 
freestyle wrestling. 

In karate, Jordan grabbed 
a silver and three bronze 
medals. 

And in table tennis, they 
took rwo bronze in the 
doubles and the team 
event. 

In women's basketball, 
Jordan finished fourth 
while the men came in 6th. 

Jordan was eliminated 
from the shooting and 
equestrian events while 
Hana Majaj took the only 
swimming bronze medal 
making up for otherwise 
disappointing results by 
her teammates. 

Lebanon hosted the Arab 
World’s premier sports 
event for the first time 
since the second Arab 
Games in 1957. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
•1965, Damascus 1976, 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 

(See stories and pictures 
on pages 11 and 12) 



Jordanian military pilots carry the flag-wrapped coffin of their colleague, ace 
pilot Omar Hani Bilal, at the Royal Cemetery m Amman, Monday. Bilal, 28, was 
killed in a dare-devil plane dive during an air show in Belgium. Nine people 
were killed in the crash (AFP photo) 

Omar Bilal laid to rest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday delegated His 
Royal Highness Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid. the chief cham- 
berlain. to art end the funeral 
of the late Omar Bani Bilal, 
member of the Jordanian 
Royal Falcons team, who 
died Saturday when his 
plane crashed during a stunt 
manoeuvre ax a Belgian air 
show near Ostende. 

The body of the late pilot, 
which arrived early Monday 
morning in Amman, was 
carried by Jordanian Royal 
Airforce officers from the 
Royal Guard Mosque to the 
royal cemetery where it was 
laid to rest 

The late Bilal was accord- 
ed full military honours, 
with a 21 -gun salute as the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 


band played requiem music. 

Taking part in the funeral 
were also the Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh, several members of 
the Royal family and senior 
government officials and 
high ranking army officers 
in addition to members of 
the bereaved Bilal family as 
well as tire members of the 
Jordanian Royal Falcons 
team. 

King Hussein had earlier 
delegated Brigadier 

Mohammad Shmeisani 
from the Royal Jordanian 
Airforce to receive the body 
of the late pilot upon his 
arrival in Amman. 

Also His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan dele- 
gated Colonel Nawaf 
Saraireh, his military secre- 
tary, to be present at the 


arrival of Bilal’s body by 
plane from Belgium while 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali who is cur- 
rently in Malaysia delegated 
Amman Governor Talaat 
Nawaiseh to attend the 
funeral. 

The late Bilal who had 
taken part in a number of air 
shows in Britain and 
France, was due to perform 
in Turkey and Italy. 

King Hussein who had 
decorated him with AJ Hus- 
sein Silver Medal for his 
skill expressed sorrow over 
his death and conveyed his 
condolences to the bereaved 
family, his colleagues in the 
Jordanian Royal Falcons 
and the Royal Jordanian 
Airforce. 


Crown Prince asks foreign ministry to 
work on reactivating joint Arab action 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 

Prince Hassan Monday 

underlined the importance of 
developing sectoral coopera- 
tion among the state's differ- 
ent institutions and integra- 
tion among various depart- 
ments concerned with coop- 
eration with foreign nations. 

Addressing a meeting at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
attended by Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh. Prince Has- 
san also stressed the need to 
rely on informatics that take 
into consideration Jordan's 
political security, cultural and 
economic requirements. 

Prince Hassan also called 
on the foreign ministry to 
strengthen inter-relations with 
Arab and regional institutions 
and to reactivate joint Arab 
action which, he said, consti- 
tutes a priority for Jordan. 

The Crown Prince said that 
Jordan continues to build bal- 
anced relations with various 


international oiganisations 
and countries with the aim of 
serving the interests of the 
Kingdom which enjoys high 
international esteem under the 
leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
that “globalisation has 
become a feet of life which 
we should deal with and ben- 
efit from its opportunities 
through qualified Jordanian 
potentials, through foil under- 
standing of the influential 
forces in the international 
arena and by relying on sci- 
ence and knowledge in our 
quest to reflect a bright image 
of Jordan.” 

He said: "Jordan’s diplo- 
matic policy should be inte- 
grated in its economic, politi- 
cal, security and cultural 
dimensions and should be 
based on knowledge and 
informatics covering all 
issues." 

Prince Hassan called for 


developing the process of 
cooperation and coordination 
among the Jordanian diplo- 
matic missions around the 
world because, he said, this 
will enhance the role of Jor- 
dan's diplomacy. 

He urged diplomats to be 
well-equipped with knowl- 
edge about Jordan's issues 
and pan-Arab stands and the 
Kingdom's efforts to serve the 
Arab Nation. 

Addressing the meeting 
which was afro attended by 
Acting Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour, Dr. Tarawneh 
welcomed the Crown Prince 
and his directives stressing 
that the ministry was develop- 
ing its coordination with other 
government institutions to 
better its performance and in 
order to reflect better Jordan's 
image to the outside world. 

- He spoke about the min- 
istry’s restructuring plans and 
the modernisation process its 
going through. 


Israeli army bombards south Lebanon 


SA1DOUN, Lebanon (AP) 
— Israeli jets and artillery 
bombarded guerrilla posi- 
tions in southern Lebanon 
Monday in apparent retali- 
ation for an attack against 
allied militiamen, security 
officials said. 

An Israeli jet fired four 
air- to- surface missiles at 
the Hizbollah guerrilla 
stronghold of Iqlim Al 
Tuffah early Monday after- 
noon while a second war- 
plane released hot air bal- 
loons to deflect any heat- 
seeking missiles. 

Plumes of smoke bil- 
lowed from the stricken 
targets near the village of 
Kfar Melki just across 
from the Israeli-occupied 
border enclave in the 
south, rhe officials said. 


speaking on customary 
condition of anonymity. 

Israeli artillery fired 40 
1 55mm-shells, the officials 
added. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties from 
the attacks, which came 
about an hour after Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas attacked an 
outpost of the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon 
Army militia. 

The Israelis have routine- 
ly retaliated for attacks 
against their troops or 
allied militiamen in south- 
ern Lebanon with artillery 
and air raids. 

Guerrillas fired rocket- 
propelled grenades and 
machine guns at a militia 
OUtpOSt at Saidoun, near 
foe mountain town of 


Jezzine. There was no 
word on casualties. 

The Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah, however, said it 
inflicted casualties in the 
raid, but gave no details. 

On Sunday, Hizbollah 
attacked another militia 
outpost further south, seri- 
ously wounding a fighter. 

The 2,500-member mili- 
tia is paid and armed by 
Israel to help 1,500 Israeli 
soldiers patrol foe occu- 
pied border enclave. 

Hizbollah and other 
guerrilla groups have been 
waging a war of attrition to 
dislodge Israeli soldiers 
and the allied militiamen 
from the enclave. 




i 




2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, Jnly 29^9^ 



An Iraqi man puts up a portrait of Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad in Baghdad Monday as relations between Iraq 
and Syria, which are ruled by rival wings of the Baath party, have warmed over the last three months following an 
18-year break of diplomatic relations (AFP photo) 


Opposition 
says more 
Shiites 
arrested, 
harassed in 
Saudi Arabia 

NICOSIA fAFPj — 
Saudi authorities have 
arrested more Shiite 
Muslims and slapped a 
travel ban on the wife of 
an opposition figure held 
in the United States in 
connection with the 
Dhahran bombing, the 
opposition charged Mon- 
day. 

The Committee for the 
Defence of Human 
Rights in the Arabian 
Peninsula listed three 
Shiites it said were 
arrested last week in the 
eastern province, where 
the large Shiite minority 
is concentrated. 

Searches and arrests are 
being carried out “on a 
daily basis" in eastern 
Saudi Arabia, the group 
said in a statement sent to 
AFP. 

“Hundreds of clerics 
and other citizens are ren- 
ting in the jails of the 
Saudi regime, some of 
whom have been there 
for years, and they are 
subjected to torture." said 
the London-based group. 

It said Saudi authorities 
have also slapped a travel 
ban on the wife of Hani 
Sayeq, who is under 
areest in the United States 
in connection with the 
June 1996 bomb attack in 
the eastern city of 
Dhahran that killed 19 
U.S. servicemen. 


Arafat not eyeing radical 
internal change — sources 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AH*) — Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat is con- 
sidering limited alterations 
in his self-rule government 
but not a sweeping cabinet 
reshuffle. Palestinian 
sources said Monday. 

Despite calls for the dis- 
missal of ministers by a 
special commission investi- 
gating pervasive misman- 
agement, Mr. Arafat will 
not push “a radical cabinet 
change " said an official 
dose to Palestinian leader. 

“Arafat is expected to 
make a series of moves 
such as combining some 
ministries and making 
structural changes in some 
others to straighten out 
their finances and adminis- 
tration.” said the official, 
who asked not to be named. 

“Right now he is naming 


ministers to replace those 
who are too ill to conduct 
their duties,” he added. 

Talk of a sweeping 
change in the self-rule gov- 
ernment arose after a spe- 
cial commission submitted 
a report a week ago to Mr. 
Arafat recommending the 
sacking of several ministers 
for mismanaging public 
funds. 

Mr. Arafat created the 
commission to investigate 
an internal audit which 
found two months ago that 
some $326 million. 40 per 
cent of the self-rule budget, 
had been wasted or mis- 
managed by PNA depart- 
ments in 1996. 

Reports of a reshuffle 
increased with the resigna- 
tion last week of Mr. 
Arafat’s controversial jus- 
tice minister. Freih Abu 


Midein. 

But so far Mr. Arafat has 
made no moves to touch the 
cabinet. He has yer to 
appoint either a new justice 
minister or a new tourism 
minister to replace Elias 
Freij, who resigned several 
months ago for health rea- 
sons. 

He may also replace 
Industry Minister Bashir 
Barghouthi. who has been 
unable to conduct his duties 
due to repeated hospitalisa- 
tion. ’»! 

“The commission report 
was discussed last Friday in 
the weekly cabinet meeting 
and it was decided to hold a 
special session to discuss it 
once Arafat finishes read- 
ing it.” the official said. 

“Only one copy has been 
made and Arafat has it.” he 
said. 


Late Jawahri may not be buried 
in home town for political reasons 


CAIRO (AP) — Moha- 
mmed Mahdi Jawahri. the 
renowned Iraqi poet whose 
struggle against repressive 
regimes led admirers to dub 
him the “the singer for the 
sunlight" died Sunday. He 
was 97. 

Mr. Jawahri died in Dam- 
ascus’ A! Shami Hospital, 
the Syrian Arab News 
Agency reported. It gave no 
cause of death. 

Mr. Jawahri had lived in 
Damascus since 1979 after 
fleeing Iraq. In 1995. Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s 
government stripped him of 
his citizenship after he vis- 
ited Saudi Arabia to partici- 
pate in a cultural festival. 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia have 


long been adversaries. 

“He was a poeti a writer 
and a warrior for liberty 
and justice.” said Saad Al 
Din Wahab. head of the 
Egyptian Writers Union. 

Mr. Jawahri received 
awards from Arab heads of 
state including the late 
Egyptian president. Gama! 
Abdul Nasser. Morocco's 
King Hassan and His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Mr. Jawahri, the last of 
the classical Arab poets, 
was bom in Najaf to a poor 
Shiite Muslim family in 
1900. He soon became 
famous for his poetry and 
in his early twenties he 
became a courtier of Iraq's 
King Faisal. 


Mr. Jawahri left his post 
to become an independent 
journalist after disagree- 
ments with the monarch. 

He later used his position 
at the A] Rai A1 Am news- 
paper to write against the 
monarchy and its British 
protectors. He was repeat- 
edly jailed and later fled the 
country. 

He returned to Iraq after 
the 195S army coup but 
later fled following dis- 
agreements with the gov- 
ernment. He returned again 
after the 1 96S coup. 

He fled Iraq in the early 
1970s after the regime 
began a brutal campaign 
against leftists and commu- 
nists. 


Israeli foreign minister to 
meet King for talks today 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy will travel to Jordan 
Tuesday for talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
the Middle East peace 
process, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Monday. 

“On the agenda is a brief- 
ing for the King on the 
peace process, on Levy's 
meetings with [Palestinian 
President Yasser] Arafat and 
[PNA negotiator] Nabil 
Shaath and on the general 


situation in the Middle 
East.” spokesman Aviv 
Shir-On said. 

Mr. Levy met Mr. Arafat 
in Brussels last week and 
was due to hold talks with 
Mr. Shaath in Jerusalem 
later Monday. 

Israeli-Palestinian peace 
moves have been in crisis 
since Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu broke 
ground on a new Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem on land Israel 


occupied from Jordan in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

‘There are also bilateral 
trade issues and the issue of 
the joint airport in Aqaba,” 
Mr. Shir-On said 

Mr. Levy was due to 
depart for Amman at 10 
ajn. and will first meet 
Foreign Minister Fayez A1 
Tarawneb before bolding 
talks with HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan and King 
Hussein. 

Israel and Jordan signed a 


peace treaty in 1994 but 
relations have been rocb 
since Mr. Netanyahu oust^ 
Israel’s previous dovish 
government in May 1995 
elections. 

HRH King Hussein 
Israel’s closest Arab friend 
has expressed growing fms- 
tration with Mr. Netanyahu 
over stalled Middle East 
peacemaking and has sad 
he is “despairing” of &- 
uation in the region. 


Australian 
air hostess 
appeals 
four-year 
jail term 
for hashish 

SHARJAH (AFP) — An 
Australian air hostess Mon- 
day appealed against a four- 
year prison sentence for 
smoking hashish along with 
two co-defendants, includ- 
ing an Emirati who has been 
jailed for life. 

The court session in Shar- 
jah, a member of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). was 
adjourned until September 
24 at the request of the 
defence which asked for 
more time to produce wit- 
nesses. legal sources said. 

Along with Julia Alexan- 
der, who was sentenced on 
June 21, UAE national 
Jamal Ghafur whose mother 
is a U.S. citizen was jailed 
for life on the additional 
charge of trading in drugs, 
they said. 

A third accused. Lebanese 
national Roger Louis 
Ghaleb, received the same 
four-year sentence as 
Alexander. 

All three have lodged 
appeals, along with the pros- 
ecution. which is seeking a 
reversal of Alexander's 
acquittal on charges of deal- 
ing in Valium, a drug 
restricted in the UAE. 

“Her spirits are high. She’s 
optimistic,” said Australian 
Consul General John Yeu- 
dall, who has been in court 
for all the hearings. 

“Part of our role is to mon- 
itor her welfare. We visit her 
on a regular basis. She bas 
food, clothing and medical 
attention,” he told AFP. “We 
are doing everything that can 
be done.” 

The legal sources said that 
Alexander's use of drugs 
was confirmed in a urine 
analysis. 

The hostess for the Dubai- 
owned Emirates airlines was 
also found in possession of 
IS Valium capsules. She has 
said the pills were prescribed 
by a doctor and that she 
smoked the hashish before 
flying back to the UAE. 


Kuwaiti cabinet backs draft law 
for expatriate health insurance 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP.) — 
Kuwait’s cabinet has 
approved a draft law to 
impose health insurance on 
expatriates who currently 
receive free state medical 
services, the daily Arab 
Times said Monday. 

The draft law ... aims at 
providing medical care for 
expatriates through the 
health insurance scheme ” 
the English-language daily 
said, adding that ministers 
did not release details of the 
cost of the scheme. 

Prior to cabinet approval, 
MP Ahmad Baqer told AFP 


that the insurance may 
involve an annual premium 
of 100 dinars ($330) for 
each expatriate, to be paid 
by the employer. 

Earlier reports have sug- 
gested lower premiums. 

“We have 1.35 million 
non-Kuwaitis in Kuwait. 
We can’t support them all,” 
said Mr. Baqer, who is on 
the committee involved in 
drawing up the draft law. 

The Arab Times said the 
cabinet approved the draft 
with some amendments. 
Premiums could vary 
depending on the level of 


cover required - and the 
length of time each expatri- 
ate has spent in Kuwait, « 
said. 

To become law, the draft 
must be passed by parlia- 
ment and then approved by 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad AI Sabah. 

Kuwait has a population 
of about 2.1 million people, 
of which some 738,000 are 
citizens. At present, citizens 
and expatriates receive free 
state health care, although 
expatriate out-patients must 
pay for some drugs. 


France’s defence minister 
meets Saudi counterpart 


DUBAI (R) — French 
Defence Minister Alain 
Richard held talks on bilat- 
eral co-operation with his 
Saudi counterpart Prince 
Sultan in the port city of 
Jeddah, the official Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) said 
late on Sunday. 

Mr. Richard, who was 
appointed in June after par- 
liamentary elections, made 
a detour to the kingdom on 
his way from Egypt to 
France for what Prince 
Sultan had called a “famil- 
iarisation visit." 

“We support cooperation 
between the two friendly 
countries, the kingdom and 
France, in terms of eco- 
nomic cooperation and the 
development of joint 
industries between the two 
countries,” Prince Sultan 
said in remarks carried by 
SPA. 

Mr. Richard returned to 
France on Sunday after 
spending several hours in 
the kingdom. 

France, which buys one 
quarter of its oil from 
Saudi Arabia, is the king- 
dom's third biggest arms 
supplier after the United 
States and Britain. 
Weapons sales average 
$ 1.2 billion a year. 

France is trying to con- 
vince Saudi Arabia to buy 
Leclerc main battle tanks 
made by Giat Industries, 
similar to those sold for 


$3.62 billion to the neigh- 
bouring United Arab Emi- 
rates in 1993. 

It is competing with 
Britain and the United 
States for the major arms 
contract after its tanks 
were tested in the Saudi 
desert at Riyadh's request 

Mr. Richard declined to 
comment on the results of 
tests performed with the 
tanks. 

But after his return to 
Paris, officials in Mr. 
Richard’s office told 
reporters Saudi authorities 
were satisfied with the 
Leclerc tests in their coun- 
try. 

“The minister did not 
come to negotiate con- 
tracts. That is the task of 
the industrialists. The gov- 
ernment’s role is to see if 
everything is going well 
and eventually to bring its 
expertise,” a spokesman 
said. 

He added that Saudi Ara- 
bia was not expected to 
take a decision on tank 
purchases until the middle 
of next year and that the 
contract at stake was for 
some 300 vehicles. 

The two men also dis- 
cussed the Middle East 
peace process, ties with 
Iraq and Iran as well as 
security in the Gulf, and 
“agreed on most regional 
problems." the spokesman 
added. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440, 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop further becoming slightly 
below average with moderate 
summer conditions prevailing 
and winds northwesterly moder- 


ate to active. In Aqaba, it will be 
hot and dusty, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman 20/30 

Aqaba 27/39 

Deserts 1 8/35 

Jordan Valley .26/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 41 Humidi- 
ty readings: .Amman 43 percent, 
Aqaba 29 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour . — 750197 

Dr. AfifShukri 898863 

Dr. Sa’id Tawiiq 788285 

Dr. NidalDahleh —827195 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

A1 Asema pharmacy ....637055 
Ai Sal am pharmacy .... .636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 
Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 28 1484 




Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtallah .994424 

Khatifeh pharmacy 9854 J 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 66 1 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Hghway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints ,.661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ‘.787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) ... 121 

Overseas Calls „ -.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdnli Telephone Repairs 
661101 


Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

— ...815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity 644281/6 

Akilefa Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Maihas, J. Amman ......636 1 40 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 661221/9 
The Islamic, A bdaii 666126/77 

Al~Ahli,Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir .77511 1/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital _ 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 


and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 
tngwmstfn 

Ibn Sina Hospital -(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
fOQ 1990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 

- <02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 ...._ Sanaa (RJ) 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 .Abu Dhabi. Al ’Ain (RJ) 

10:25 -Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:15 _jCairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
19:00 Ku wait (add) (RJ) 


j— * . ~-3 

Other Flights 

09:00 .Cairo (MS) 

13:00 — Riyadh (.SV) 

14:30 Dubai lEK) 

16:40 Istnabul (TK) 

18:05 Kiev ( 6 U) 

21:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:50 .Aden (TYT 

23 :35 Lamaca(CY) 

23:45 - -Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

01:25 - -Jakarta (GA) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

04:25 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

08-45 .Aqaba (RW) 

1(W)5 ....Amman (QAIAJ (RW) 

10:50 .Amman l Marka Airport) 

(RW) 

18:20 —...........Tel Aviv 

(RW) 

19 JO .... Amman f Q AIA ) (RW) 

22:20 .Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

10:50 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 

Toronto (RJ) 


12^5 


12:45 

13KJ0 

13:10 

Kuwait (add) (RJ) 

.... Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 
ParisfRJ) 

13:15 

. Aim (RJ) 

14:05 

JjMKtal (RJ) 

14:05 

. Madrid (RJ) 

21:25 

...Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40 ...... _ Damascus (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22.-00 ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJj 
22:25 Kuala Singapore (RJ) 

lrt-75 Madrid (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:30 Riyadh (SV) 

10:00 


17:40 

(<nanhul (TK) 

19.-05 

..-Kiev (60) 

20:15 

Dubai (EK) 

22^0 

-Tel Ariv(LY) 

23^0 

01^5 

M ...-.Aden (IY> 

Bth-4iarest (RO) 

0225 

London (OA) 

02 JO _ 
04:00 

Amsterdam (KL) 
..... Athens (OA) 

04:00 

- —Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) FBgfats 
07:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:15 _LAqaba(RW) 

10:30 -..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

1&55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

22:50 — . Aqaba (KW) 
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Home News 


Queen visits BPWC headquarters 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day visaed the Business 
and Professional Womens 
Chib {BPWCj headquar- 
ters in Amman, a Royal 
Court statement said 
The. club’s four main 
projects are business incu- 
bators amt small business 
counselling for women, 
information and documen- 
tation for women’s studies, 
and a legal consultative 
service office for .women. 
Queen Noor. honorary 
president of the National 
Federation of .BPWC, 
noted that according to 
recent statistics unemploy- 
ment among women has 
risen to 34.3 per cent, as 
compared u> mea ai 14.5 
per cent, mainly due to 
women's unequal access to 
economic resources.' the 
statement said. 

She emphasised the 
importance of providing 
women with better access 
to soft loans for income- 
generaiino projects, espe- 
cially as micro-enterprises 
run by women have {woven 
to have a high rate of suc- 
cess. the statement said. 

The Queen said that ibe 
BPWC's new “business 
incubator service for 
women,” which is the first 
of its kind in Jordan and in 
the Arab World, will 
relieve women entrepre- 
neurs of the pressure of 
major personal financial 
investment as well as 
access to credit. 

The “incubators,” which 
are situated in the BPWC's 
new headquarters, consist 
of a private work space 
area providing computer, 
phone, fax and photocopy- 
ing facilities, and are in 
close proximity to the 
club's Information and 
Documentation Centre for 
Women which collects and 
disseminates up-to-date 
information with particular 
emphasis on subjects relat- 
ed to women entrepre- 



Her Majesty Queen Nuor Monday meets with Sawsan Dabahaneh of the Business 
and Professional Women’s Chib (BPWC) in Amman (Petra photo) 


neurs, professionals and 
managers. 

These facilities, which 
are available at minimum 
cost, will relieve entrepre- 
neurs from u heavy cost 
burden, according to the 
slate meet. 

To facilitate loan recep- 
tion, BPWC will guarantee 
any approved loans and 
eventually hope to start 
their own credit system. 

A business advisor is 
also available to help with 
small business manage- 
ment skills such as taxa- 
tion, marketing, account- 
ing and legal questions. 

The business incubator 
service was established in 
cooperation with the 
UNIFEM regional office in 
Amman and is funded 
through a grant from the 
Japanese National Cooper- 
ation for Community 
Development (NICCOD). 

The BPWC also protects 
women’s legal and social 
rights by providing free 
legal advice and represen- 
tation for needy women in 
courts of law. and in pro- 
moting social, political 
and environmental, pro- 


grammes. the statement 
said. 

Its small business coun- 
selling, initialed in cooper- 
ation with the Noor A I 
Hussein Foundation 
(NHF), offers business 
advice and financial sup- 
port for women entrepre- 
neurs. 

The club has also assist- 
ed in the establishment of 
educational programmes 
and occupational training 
programmes for women 
entrepreneurs. 

The BPWC is a volun- 
tary association affiliated 
with the International Fed- 
eration of Business and 
Professional Women, 

which consists of one mil- 
lion women in 125 coun- 
tries worldwide, according 
to the statement. 

The BPWC's pioneering 
programmes which 

respond to the personal 
and professional needs of 
working women from ail 
walks of life, include hot- 
lines, service centres for 
small businesses, free legal 
aid and personal coun- 
selling and technical train- 
ing for women. 


The club's activities are 
not only restricted * to 
women, as men actively 
participate in BPWC's 
programmes and events, 
particularly in seminars 
Jecmres and training 
courses. 

The BPWC is currently 
carrying out a gras^ooLs 
programme to enhance 
women’s participation in 
the 1997 parliamentary 
election in cooperation 
with the Canadian 
embassy and the European 
Union. 

The programme aims to 
increase women's human 
rights awareness, encour- 
age women to enter the 
political and electoral 
processes as voters and 
candidates, achieve unity 
and consensus on common 
causes and exercise influ- 
ence as pressure groups. 

Queen Noor was 
received by Minister of 
Labour Saleh Khasawneh, 
NHF Board of Trustees 
member Nour lzzedine, 
BPWC President Hind 
Abdul Jaber and members 
of _ the BPWC’s executive 
board. 


Princess urges post-mortem organ donation 


Opposition parties fail to achieve unified 
stand regarding general elections boycott 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Time\ Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With five panics in 
favour and six opposed, a meeting of 
the Higher Committee for Coordina- 
tion among the Opposition Panics 
failed to achieve a unified stand vis-a- 
vis the potential boycott of this 
November’s general elections. 

“There was no final deliberation — 
the panics just exchanged their views, 
and the situation remains basically 
unchanged,” asserted Sa'oud Abii 
Mahfoudh, member of the executive 
office of the Islamic Action From 
(IAF), and the front's representative 
in yesterday's meeting. 

According to Mr. Abu Mahfoudh. the 
1 1 panics decided to meet again next 
Monday. 

The postponement of a final decision 
by the higher committee will give 
both the government and opposition 
parties more time to study the other's 
conditions and stands. 

Last week, through one of his top 
aides. His Majesty King Hussein 
urged that those involved reach a 
compromise in the situation. 

In a meeting with Muslim Brother- 
hood's overall leader Abdul Majeed 
Thneibat, Royal Coun Chief Awn 
Khasawneh Wednesday stated that the 
King “hopes that all parties will 
shoulder their responsibilities and 
open a dialogue with the government 
to reach an agreement in the national 
interest,” as reported by Mr. Thneibat. 
A dialogue is very likely to be opened 
after Prime Minister Abdul Solam 
Majaii returns from an official visit to 
Malaysia at the end of this week. 

Last week, four opposition parties — 
the Jordanian People's Democratic 
Party (Hashd). the Jordan Arab Con- 
stitutional Front, the National Action 
Front and AI Ansar — announced 
their intention to boycott the elec- 
tions. The IAF, the Muslim Brother- 
hood's political arm. followed suit 
bringing to five the number of panics 
refusing electoral participation. 

The six opposition parties which have 
not taken a final stand regarding the 
boycott, drew a list of several condi- 
tions which the government must 


meet in order to ensure their elections 
participation. 

These were submitted in u memo to 
the Higher Committee for Coordina- 
tion among Opposition Parries yester- 
day. 

The conditions stipulate: "Neutrality 
and impartiality in the electoral 
process; equal treatment of all panics: 
hailing normalisation of all ties with 
Israel: equal media access for all par- 
ties during the electoral campaign: 
freezing implementation of recent 
amendments to the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law: treating all parlies 
as national institutions; facilitating 
citizen electoral participation through 
simplifying registration and voting 
procedures.” 

Tire pony signatories to the memo 
were: The Jordanian Arab Ba'ath 
Socialist Party, headed by Khali! HaJ- 
dadin. the Arab Ba'ath Progressive 
Party, the Arab Land Party, headed by 
Mohammed Ouran, the Jordanian 
Democratic Popular Unity Pony, 
headed by Said Diab. Jordan's Com- 
munist Party, headed by Yacoub 
Zayy addin, and the Pan- Arab Nation- 
al Action Party (AI Haq». headed by 
Mohammed Zou'bi. who currently 
holds the chair of the Higher Com- 
mittee for Coordination among Oppo- 
sition Parties, which rotates among 
the member parties every six months. 
Also yesterday, the IAF justified its 
July 24 decision to boycott the gener- 
al elections and stipulated conditions 
the government must meet for a due 
resumption of dialogue. 

The JAF listed “the low level of pub- 
lic freedoms and rhe low ceiling of 
democracy, the marginalisation of the 
Lower House, the government's 
usurping of the legislative authority’s 
powers and functions, and the nor- 
malisation of ties with the Zionist 
enemy” as the main motives behind 
its decision. 

The statement also accused the gov- 
ernment of "favouring certain politi- 
cal parties at the expense of others in 
conflict with the Constitution, 
restraining Islamists and other politi- 
cal groups while minimising their 
national role, and constraining civil 
organisations, especially professional 


associations." 

The IAF additionally cited economic 

factors for the boycott, describing the 

situation in Jordan as one of ‘mount- 
ing impoverishment. increasing 
unemployment, and deteriorating 
economy." 

Jordan's main opposition party indi- 
cated seven points for dialogue 
“between the parties themselves as 
well us between the panic.-. and the 
government.” 

These “seven points." as delineated 
by the IAF, include: 

— the abolition of the one-person, 
one-vote system, “which i> unconsti- 
tutional and undemocratic" 

— the reinsiiiution of public free- 
doms us well as the end of the “gov- 
ernment's semi -mania I law practices” 

— the battle against corruption, 
“which is spreading at the higher lev- 
els" 

— satisfying the “need for strength- 
ening the country against the Zionist 
menace, especially j revoking | the 
investment law which allows the 
enemy to permeate the national econ- 
omy.” 

— strengthening lies with all Arab 
countries 

— providing more support to the 
Palestinians against the “Judaisntion 
process which threatens AI Aqsa 
Mosque and other Christian and 
Islamic holy places all over Pales- 
tine.” 

— enhancing the role of political par- 
ties and professional unions, and cre- 
ating the “proper environment for 
them to flourish, helping the country 
achieve security and stability.” 

"Our decision does not mean that we 
are closing the door to political par- 
ticipation. nor isolating ourselves, nor 
changing the plans of our party” the 
statement continued. 

“With this decision we want to call 
for a revision of the political process 
and rectify the current deterioration 
process.” it maintained, adding that 
the IAF boycott decision “is not final 
and could be changed, revised and 
reconsidered if all our demands are 
met and respected.” 


Speaker visits Cyprus for parliamentary talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH Princess 
Rania Abdullah Monday urged the 
general dissemination of public 
awareness programmes regarding 
post-mortem organ donation. 

Such a deed is permissible accord- 
ing to Islamic law, she added. 

The princess, chairperson of the Jor- 
danian Society for the Promotion of 
Donating Body Parts and Organs, 
addressed a society meeting at Ibn AI 
Haytham Hospital to discuss ways of 
encouraging the public to become 
such donors. 


Hie conference also covered ways in 
which medical teams might conduct 
surgical operations for transplanting 
donated organs. 

Princess Rania encouraged the cre- 
ation of a national centre to receive 
donated organs, disseminate informa- 
tion. conduct a general survey of citi- 
zen needs of various organs and devel- 
op a mechanism for securing organs 
to initiate transplant operations. 

The society's work is fraught with 
difficulties and hardships but mem- 
bers must pursue its noble and human- 


itarian mission, the Princess asserted. 

Hospital Director Mohammad Saleh 
Nour welcomed the Princesss, 
describing the hospital as having pro- 
vided the necessary qualified staff for 
transplant operations. 

He called for joint work and close 
cooperation among public and private 
hospitals in encouraging the public to 
donate organs. 

Princess Rania toured the hospital, 
accompanied by Dr. Nour and other 
hospital staff. 



Seminar covers water 
resources protection 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Scientific Society (RSS.) 
President said Alloush Monday opened a three-day 
symposium on the role of scientific research in pro- 
tecting water resources in the Arab World. 

He urged a regional strategy to prevent water pollu- 
tion as well as the creation of a database to provide 
timely information about these resources. 

Researchers and specialists from around the Arab 
World are attending the symposium, organised by the 
RSS in conjunction with the Higher Council for Sci- 
ence and Technology (HCST) and the Arab Union of 
Scientific Research Councils (AUSRC). 

Much of the Arab World, including Jordan, is faced 
with limited water resources and yet the population of 
these countries continues to grow. Dr. Alloush statdd. 

Increasing amounts of water are required to maintain 
improving standards of living, he added. . 

Excessive water usage has depleted underground 
aquifers and negatively impacted the environment, 
according to Dr. Alloush. 

He affirmed that the resulting imbalance will hold 
grave consequences for future generations, unless 
strict measures are taken to safeguard underground 
water resources. 

Treating polluted water is much more difficult than 
preventing the pollution in the first place, according to 
Dr. Alloush, and public awareness programmes are 
instrumental in preserving meagre water resources. 

He encouraged water treatment and recycling in both 
homes and industries ro be later utilised for irrigation 
purposes. 

HCST Representative Dr. Khaled shreideh stated 
that water shortages constitute a chronic problem in 
the Kingdom, and that scientific research to protect 
water resources is of dire necessity. 

The HCST has been focusing on water protection 
research, classifying water pollutants and conducting 
water treatment tests, he said. 

The participants will cover four main points in the 
meeting: water pollutants in the Arab World, pollution 
prevention, international methods of water protection 
and laws pertaining thereto. 


LARNACA (Petra) — 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa'd 
Hay el Srour arrived here 
Monday for talks with 
Cypriot parliamentarians. 

The talks are slated to 
cover Jordanian-Cypriot 
economic and political rela- 
tions as well the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Srour, accompanied 
by deputies Abdul Karim 
Dughmi and Aref Baiaineh, 


had Sunday stopped in 
Beirut to meet with 
Lebanese Parliament 
Speaker Nab ih Barri. 

The group reviewed Jor- 
danian -Lebanese relations, 
pan-Arab affairs, parlia- 
mentary cooperation and 
coordination of Arab parlia- 
mentary stands at 
International Parliamentary 
Union meetings. 

Mr. Srour outlined Jor- 
dan's views with regard to 


developments in the Mid- 
dle East as well as endeav- 
ours to achieve a compre- 
hensive regional peace. 

He reiterated the King- 
dom's demand for Israel's 
full withdrawal from south 
Lebanon as well as that of 
other occupied Arab lands 
in compliance with U.N. 
resolutions. 

Mr. Srour and Mr. Barri 
underlined the need for 
cooperation among Arab 


parliaments in helping to 
create an Arab common 
market and reviving Arab 
interaction 

While in Beirut, the Jor- 
danian parliamentary dele- 
gation attended the final 
soccer march between the 
Jordanian and Syrian 
national soccer teams in 
which Jordan ultimately 
won the pan-Arab games 
gold medal. 


12 injured in soccer celebrations 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A total of J 2 people, including three children, 
were injured late Sunday night as a result of “festive firing” 
and reckless driving by individuals celebrating Jordan’s 
Pan-Arab Games gold medal in soccer, according to offi- 
cials. 

The gold medal marked Jordan's greatest soccer achieve- 
ment in history and prompted thousands of people to take 
to the streets, shooting guns and automatic weapons in cel- 
ebration. 

A report released by the Public Security Department 
(PSD) said that seven people were injured by stray bullets 
in four separate shooting incidents. 

In Ashrafieb, three people, including a five-year-old 
child, were listed in fair condition after having been struck 


by stray bullets. 

In Jabal Hussein, a five-year-old child was listed in fair 
condition, also after being struck by a bullet. 

Civil Defence Department (CDD) officials added that five 
people were injured as a result of reckless driving by indi- 
viduals celebrating the event. 

Last weekend, two people were killed and 13 were 
injured in shooting incidents stemming from festive shoot- 
ing, stray bullets and students celebrating tawjihi exam 
results. 

In other incidents in the Kingdom, a six-year old child 
was killed in Deir Alaa alter having been struck by an auto- 
mobile. PSD reports said. 

The child, identified only as A. A., was standing on the 
edge of the street when she was struck by a vehicle. 

Traffic officials blamed the driver for failing to yield to 
pedestrians. 


‘Photography as method of expression' 



Untitled example from photography exhibit of Claudia Pedotti 


By Nadia Mnkhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Photography 
is not only a way to catch a 
feeling and keep it — it is 
a method of expression, 
according to photographer, 
Claudia Pedotti. 

Ms. Pedotti’s work, enti- 
tled “Colours and Flow- 
ers," is currently being fea- 
tured at the Jordan Arts 
and Crafts Centre, Arti- 
sana. 

Claudia Pedotti, a 26- 
year old art history student 
in Berne, Switzerland, 
described her interest in 
photography as inspired by 
stay in Ecuador two years 
ago. 

“During those years I 
discovered how much a 
picture can recall an emo- 
tion and become a remem- 
brance ,” she stated. 

“For me, photography is 
not only concerned with 
observation nor can it be 


confined to documentary ” 
Ms. Pedotti stated. “It can 
become a language.” 

In her work, Ms. Pedotti 
tries to express and trans- 
mit her own emotions 
through colours and flow- 
ers, feeling that the combi- 
nation of the two elements 


"takes one to a state of 
lightness and happiness.” 

Her father has been the 
Swiss ambassador to Jor- 
dan for the past four years 
which led her visits to the 
Kingdom. 

Ms. Pedotti’s previous 
exhibition was in Switzer- 


land, covering the Jordan- 
ian landscape. 

"Photography has 

become necessary for me 
and an important means of 
expression,” Ms. Pedotti 
concluded. 

The exhibit will continue 
through August 16th. 



4World News 

Asian, Western powers 
debate drugs, currencies 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Drugs, currency and Cam- 
bodia wen? key issues 
Monday as foreign minis- 
ters of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
t ASEAN) and Western po- 
wers met under the ASEAN 
umbrella to discuss global 
and regional issues. 

Russia called for interna- 
tional cooperation, includ- 
ing a data base “‘open to all 
interested agencies to fight 
the global narcotics trade, 
while the U.S. slammed, 
Burma as a major drug cen- ‘ 
ire threatening regional sta- 
bility. 

Malaysian Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdullah Badawi, mean - 1 
while, again accused “hos- 
tile elements" and “unscru- 
pulous traders" of attacking 
southeast .Asian currencies. 

But a mission from the 
nine-member ASEAN to 
help end Cambodia’s politi- 
cal crisis remained in limbo 
until Cambodian strongman 
Hun Sen clarified what sort 
of mediation he might 
accept 

Foreign ministers of 
ASEAN members Malay- 
sia. Thailand. Indonesia. 
Singapore, the Philippines, 
Vietnam and Brunei and 
newly-joined Burma and 
Laos are holding their annu- 
al series of meetings which 
include their so-called dia- 
logue partners this week. 

The dialogue partners are 
the U.S.. China, Russia. 


Japan, the European Union. 
New Zealand, Australia, 
Canada. India and South 
Korea. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told 
other delegates that drug 
traffickers “are now leading 
lights in Burma’s new mar- 
ket economy and leading 
figures in its new political 
order.” 

Western powers sharply 
critical of Rangoon’s record 
on human rights and 
democracy, have accepted 
Burma’s membership of 
ASEAN but are pressing the 
other South East Asian gov- 
ernments to pressure Ran- 
goon for policy changes. 

Referring to recent cur- 
rency turmoil that has pri- 
marily hit Thai land, the 
Philippines, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. Ms. Albright said 
Washington was watching 
developments very closely 
and was in close contact 
with the International Mo- 
netary Fund ( IMF). 

Australian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Alexander Downer 
gave ASEAN economies a 
ringing endorsement when 
asked to comment on the 
Malaysian minister's attack 
on speculators. 

‘TTie Australian govern- 
ment has every confidence 
about the fundamental 
strength of the ASEAN 
econoraies.-.and the success 
of these economies is a mat- 
ter of very great importance 


to us in Australia,” he told 
reporters at a news briefing. 

“ASEAN economies are 
very big economic partners 
of ours and any speculation 
against ASEAN economies 
or any weakening of 
ASEAN economies will be 
a matter of great concern in 
Australia,” he added. 

A report by ASEAN Se- 
cretary-General Ajit Singh 
indicated the economic 
strength of the region. 

He said that with the 
admission of Burma and 
Laos. ASEAN has a com- 
bined population of just 
over 4S0 million people, 
total gross domestic product 
(GDP) of $632.5 billion, per 
capita GDP of $1,314 and 
combined exports of almost 
$334 billion. 

ASEAN calendar 1997 
economic growth is forecast 
at between seven and eight 
per cent. 

Ms. Albright said the 
region was the fourth largest 
trading partner for the U.S. 
with American investment 
exceeding S35 billion. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yukihiko Ikeda also empha- 
sised Tokyo’s interest in 
South East Asia and said it 
was determined to support 
socio-economic develop- 
ment of ASEAN countries 
through official develop- 
ment aid and other forms of 
assistance as necessary. 

The United 5 Stales Mon- 
day accused Burma of offi- 


cially encouraging the drugs 
trade as narcotics trafficking 
came under the spotlight at 
an ASEAN conference. 

Ms. Albright, who ack- 
nowledged Burma’s recent 
joining of the ASEAN des- 
pite Western disapproval, 
said drug traffickers were 
“now leading lights in Bur- 
ma’s new market economy 
and leading figures in its 
new political order.” 

“Drug money has become 
so pervasive in Burma that it 
taints legitimate investment 
and threatens the region as a 
whole.” she told the confer- 
ence. 

‘Indeed, it is hard to ima- 
gine a lasting solution to 
this region's narcotics prob- 
lem without a lasting solu- 
tion to Burma’s political cri- 
sis.” 

She said the United States 
had successfully worked 
with Thailand and Laos on 
opium eradication prog- 
rammes and planned to 
sponsor more such projects 
in Laos and elsewhere. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov told the 
19-nation meeting that drug 
trafficking and related eco- 
nomic crimes were more 
than topical. 

“We need to cooperate 
vigorously in joint actions 
against these evils which in 
varying degrees and forms 
are present in all our coun- 
tries.” he said. 


Hong Kong awaits watershed 
ruling affecting constitution 


HONG KONG (Rj — Hong 
Kong, under Chinese rule 
for less than a month, faces 
a watershed court ruling on 
its legal system Tuesday 
with thejjotential to spark a 
constitutional crisis. 

The Appeal Court is set to 
rule on a claim, arising out 
of defence arguments in a 
criminal conspiracy case, 
that Hong Kong entered a 
legal vacuum after China 
took over from Britain on 
July 1 . and that its criminal 
laws are no longer valid. 

If the ruling recognises 
this legal void, it will 
plunge Hong Kong’s judi- 
cial system into chaos and 
bring into question the legit- 
imacy of a provisional leg- 
islature set up by China. 

The government says it 
has plans to deal with all 
scenarios, including the 
worst — nullification of the 
legislature, which replaced 
a body elected in 1995. 

“We will certainly respect 
the decision of the court.” 
Justice Secretary Elsie 
Leung told reporters Sun- 
day night. 

‘if it turns out the provi- 
sional legislature is found to 
be illegal after all appeal 
channels have been ex- 
hausted. we will adopt the 
necessary contingency mea- 
sures.” she said. ” 

Mrs. Leung did not say 
what measures the govern- 
ment had conceived for 
tackling the worst-case sce- 
nario. 

But legal experts said if 
there was a constitutional 
crisis. Hong Kong’s China- 
appointed leader Tung- 
Chee-Hwa could turn to 
Communist-ruled Beijing 
and its parliament for solu- 
tions. 

Hong Kong’s constitution, 
the basic law. derives au- 


thority from China’s Natio- 
nal People's Congress 
(NPC). The basic law sets 
the rules on forming a legis- 
lature in Hong Kong, and a 
debate has raged over 
whether the interim legisla- 
ture conforms. 

The leader of the Popular 
Democratic Party, Martin 
Lee, slammed the govern- 
ment’s top lawyer Sunday 
for proposing Hong Kong 
judges should cede their 
autonomy to China 

Lender the treaty whereby 
Britain returned the colony 
to China, Hong Kong is 
supposed to be virtually au- 
tonomous in all but defence 
and foreign affairs. 

“I was sad to hear a senior 
government lawyer recently 
telling the Hong Kong 
courts to voluntarily give up 
some of their jurisdiction in 
deference to Beijing. I think 
this kind of talk is extreme- 
ly bad for Hong Kong’s 
fijture ” Mr. Lee said. 

Solicitor Genera] Daniel 
Fung, representing the gov- 
ernment in the landmark 
case, had argued in court 
last week that the judges 
had no power to rule on the 
constitutional arguments 
raised. Only Beijing could 
rule on this, he said. 

Audrey Eu, chairman of 
the Bar Association, the 
body which groups Hong 
Kong's lawyers. lashed out 
at leader Tung over the 
weekend for remarks that 
she said put pressure on the 
judges. 

Mr. Tung said last week 
he was sure the government 
would win the case. “There 
is a principle we must 
adhere to when a lawsuit is 
launched, that is one should 
not openly comment on 
whetber it will win or lose.” 
Ms. Eu said. 


Ronald Arculli. a busi- 
nessman and provisional 
legislator, said the appeal 
court might not see fit to 
rule on the issue. . 

“I would not be surprised 
that the court decides that it 
is not an appropriate case 
for the legality of the 
Provisional Legislative 
Council to be pronounced 
upon.” he told Reuters. 

He said, however, that if 
the legislature was found to 
be illegal. China’s parlia- 
ment would probably con- 
firm its legality. 

The potential legal uphea- 
val is in stark contrast to 
other aspects of the change 
of sovereignty in this terri- 
tory of 6.4 million people. 
An opinion poll published 
Monday showed political 
confidence unshaken by the 
handover, and only 10 per 
cent of people rated Hong 
Kong's economic prospects 
as bad. 

Another sign of calm 
change came from China’s 
army garrison, which a 
Beijing-controlled newspa- 
per said would open its 
bases to the public and hold 
celebrations with the local 
community. 

Tring reshuffles 
government 

Mr. Tung has carried out a 
reshuffle of three top gov- 
ernment posts less than a 
month after the territory 
returned to Chinese rule, the 
official news agency Xin- 
hua announced Monday. 

The appointments, app- 
roved last Wednesday by 
the State Council. China's 
highest government body, 
“were based on the recom- 
mendations and nomina- 
tions” submined by Mr. 
Tung, it said. 


Scores fall sick in Bangladesh camps 


CHITTAGONG. Bangla- 
desh (R) — Scores of Bur- 
mese Muslim refugees have 
become ill after activists 
enforced a mass hunger 
strike in their camps ih 
southeast Bangladesh, offi- 
cials with local and foreign 
Non-Govemment Organi- 
sations (NGO) said Mon- 
day. 

“These people became 
sick because they had not 
taken food rations provided 
by the government for a 
week. They have been sub- 
jected to a mass starvation 
by their own people,” one 
NGO official told Reuters. 

Government officials said 
they were trying to meet 
militant leaders to try to 


persuade them to end the 
strike. 

“If the situation does not 
improve soon, maybe peo- 
ple will die from starvation. 
The good news is that noth- 
ing such has happened yet 
and we are expecting to 
avert the worst,” one relief 
official said Monday. 

The food boycott began 
on July 20 following clash- 
es between police and so- 
called “Rohingya" refugees 
at Nayapara Camp in Cox’s 
Bazar district over alleged 
attempts to send them home 
to Burma forcibly. 

The Rohingyas are the 
remnants of scores of thou- 
sands of Burmese Muslims 
who fled neighbouring Bur- 


ma to escape what they 
termed relentless persecu- 
tion by Burmese authorities. 

Authorities postponed the 
repatriation process indefi- 
nitely to contain violence 
after nearly 20 people were 
injured in the fighting. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCRi lodged a strong 
protest with the Banglade- 
shi government over the 
“forcible repatriation.” 

Officials Monday said 
they had already made pre- 
liminary contacts with the 
militants at Nayapara but 
there was no immediate 
breakthrough to end the 
food boycott. 


64 arrested 
in Indonesia 
for marking 
anniversary 
of riots 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Sixty- 
four people were arrested 
for attempting to mark the 
first anniversary of a dead- 
ly riot here sparked by a 
troop-backed assault on the 
Indonesian Democracy 
Party (FDD headquarters, 
repons said Monday. 

Those arrested “claim to 
be supporters of Megawa- 
ti,” Jakarta police chief 
detective Colonel Gories 
Mere said referring to Me- 
gawati Sukarnoputri, the 
ousted but still popular 
leader of the PDI. 

Police arrested 55 people 
in Jakarta and nine in Yo- 
gyakarta. Central Java, the 
Antara News Agency 
(ANA) said. 

Col. Mere said the 22 
people arrested in east Ja- 
karta. 27 in Central Jakarta 
and six in South Jakarta, 
were detained for holding a 
procession without a per- 
mit. 

Six of the 55 people were 
Megawati supporters who 
had been jailed for slightly 
more than four months ear- 
lier this year after being 
arrested at the PDFs head- 
quarters on July 27 last 
year. Col. Mere said. 

Five people were killed 
and 150 were injured in the 
riot 12 months ago. when 
scores of buildings and cars 
were set ablaze in the worst 
disturbance seen in the 
Indonesian capital in two 
decades. 

The violence followed 
the military-backed raid on 
the PDI headquarters, then 
in the hands of Megawati 
supporters. 

In Yogyakarta. police 
arrested nine people after 
forcefully dispersing a free 
speech forum held by local 
students to commemorate 
the July 27 incident, the 
ANA said. 

The forum, held at a busy 
square in downtown Yog- 
yakarta. was attended by at 
least 300 people. 

At least one of the nine 
was released later Sunday. 
ANA said. 

In Jakarta, hundreds of 
people attempted to lay 
wreaths at the PDI head- 
quarters Sunday in memo- 
ry of the victims of the riot 
but scores of armed police 
and military personnel, 
including special units, 
prevented them from 
approaching the building. 
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A farmer wades through the flooded village of Michalowice in southern Poland. The Oder River has already flood- 
ed a vast area of southern Poland, depriving thousands of Poles of homes, flooding towns and villages in eastern 
Germany (Reuter photo) 

Polish border town fights with river for survival 


WARSAW CR) — More 
than 15,000 people were 
evacuated Sunday from the 
Polish town of Slubice on 
the German border as the 
surging river Oder nearly 
swamped the area, but 
floods receded in other 
regions of southwestern 
Poland. 

“The situation in Slubice 
has been really dramatic. 
The water level surged to 
just centimetres from the 
top of dikes and overflow- 
ing could have happened 
any time.” crisis committee 
spokesman Krzysztof 
Pomes said. 

“There is cause for opti- 
mism because the water 
level has begun to slowly go 
down... but the sodden dikes 
are weak and may still give 
in" he said. “Everybody 
there is doing everything to 
save the dikes." 

The Oder, which reached 
6.71 metres, exceeded the 
alarm level by more than 
three metres and a breach in 
the dikes would instantly 
flood Slubice, situated in a 
low-lying area, flood com- 
mittee official Lidia Mar- 
kindorf said. 


Private Radio Zet reported 
that those who refused to be 
evacuated from Slubice had 
to sign special statements 
declaring they were staying 
at their own risk. 

The evacuation came just 
as Polish Interior Minister 
Leszek Miller met his Ger- 
man counterpart Manfred 
Kanther in Slubice. across 
the river from Frankfurt An 
Der Oder, to discuss coordi- 
nating efforts to combat the 
disaster. 

Earlier Sunday, a dike 
crumbled on the German 
side of the Oder, south of 
Frankfurt, flooding a vil- 
lage. 

“Even though the floods 
are receding. 7. and weather 
forecasts are optimistic, we 
are concerned about the 
state of anti-flood dikes 
along the Oder and some 
other rivers. They are weak 
and soaked through like 
sponges.” Mr. Pomes said. 

July’s three-week flood- 
ing. the worst natural disas- 
ter in the region for cen- 
turies, killed 55 people in 
Poland. flooded 6.000 
square kilometres of land 
and caused damage amount- 


ing to billions of dollars. 

Mr. Pomes said that since 
Saturday water had retreat- 
ed from some 200 square 
kilometres of land and that 
about 1.900 square kilome- 
tres remained under water. 
More than 50,000 people 
were still displaced. 

Many were complaining 
that rescue and relief opera- 
tions were chaotic and that 
police were not doing 
enough to stop looting. 

“Those who are stronger 
and also those who are less 
affected by the flood get 
more, because they have 
more time to scramble for 
aid. I can see no manage- 
ment” said pensioner Sta- 
nislawa Kislewska. from the 
southwestern village of Ko- 
towice. one of more than 30 
places still inundated. 

Ms. Kislewska, who lost 
all her possessions — a small 
house, 10 hens and 15 rabbits 
— in the floods, could not 
hold back her tears. 

“I do not know what I will 
do when all this ends, just as 
I did not know what to do 
when it began. Nobody told 
us what we should do " she 
told Reuters. 


Meanwhile, the governor 
of Opole province, severely 
hit by the floods, accused 
the State Meteorology and 
Water Management Insti- 
tute of incompetence which 
led to huge damages, the 
Polish News Agency (PAP) 
reported. 

The governor, Ryszard 
Zembaczynskd, said he 
would ask prosecutors to 
examine whether the insti- 
tute met its statutory obliga- 
tions of monitorihg down- 
pours and warning authori- 
ties of weather irregularities 
on time. 

An opinion poll released 
over the weekend showed 
the majority of poles were 
dissatisfied with the way the 
government bad handled the 
flood crisis. 

The government admitted” 
being initially taken by sur- 
prise by the scale of the 
floods but has defended its 
response. 

It has approved a relief 
package which offers tax 
cuts, subsidised housing 
and investment loans as 
well as free distribution of 
food and medicine in the 
affected regions. 


Azerbaijan’s Aliyev begins U.S. state visit today 


TBILISI (R) — Azeri Pre- 
sident Haydar Aliyev begins 
a state visit to the U.S. Mon- 
day seeking a bigger Ame- 
rican role in ending his 
country's conflict with Ar- 
menia as well as $10 billion 
in deals with U.S. oil firms. 

Mr. Aliyev, whose plane 
was expected to arrive in 
New York late Sunday, will 
meet President Bill Clinton 
and U.N. Secretary -General 
Kofi Annan at U.N. Head- 
quarters there. 

The Azeri leader told 
reporters before departure 
from the Azeri capital Baku 
that the nearly decade-old 
strife between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia over the re- 
gion of Nagorno-Karabakh 
would be at the top of his 
agenda with Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Annan. 

Azeri officials say Mr. 
Aliyev will also sign three 
contracts worth $10 billion 
with U.S. oil giants Exxon. 


Chevron and Mobil to de- 
velop three new offshore 
Caspian Sea fields. 

Baku has already signed 
deals worth $18 billion with 
foreign firms to develop its 
Caspian reserves. Mr. Ali- 
yev will be signing the new 
deals on behalf of state 
energy company Socar. 

Azerbaijan is frying to 
parlay its increasing world 
energy importance into 
political clout to fry and 
woo the West to its side in 
the conflict with Armenia, 
which killed more than 
35,000 people before a 1994 
ceasefire came into effect. 

Nagorno-Karabakh is po- 
pulated by ethnic Armen- 
ians but is recognised as 
part of Azerbaijan. Armen- 
ian forces now control it as 
well as a large chunk of 
Azeri territory surrounding 
it. 

The Azeris have always 
blamed the large Armenian 


diaspora, with its well- 
organised lobby, in the U.S. 
for what it says is a pro- 
Armenian attitude in Wa- 
shington. 

But the fact that the visit is 
taking place at all is a huge 
propaganda coup for Baku 
over Yerevan and indicates 
that Azerbaijan's energy 
importance may already be 
paying political dividends. 

Armenian President Le- 
von Ter-Petrosyan is the 
only one of the three leaders 
of the ex-Soviet Caucasus 
republics not to be invited to 
by President Clinton to 
Washington for talks this 
summer. Georgian President 
Eduard Shevardnadze visit- 
ed last week. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan is still 
in the West's doghouse over 
charges that he rigged last 
year’s presidential vote 
which reelected him. Inter- 
national observers say it 
was marred by irregulari- 


ties. 

A U.S. congressman Fri- 
day said he will introduce 
legislation next week to 
immediately lift a five-year 
ban on humanitarian aid to 
Azerbaijan to coincide with 
Mr. Aliyev’s visit. 

“America’s national inter- 
ests are being ill served by 
our current policy in the 
Caucasus,” said New York 
Republican Congressman 
Pete King, who is also vice- 
chairman of the Internatio- 
nal Relations Subcommittee 
on Asia and the Pacific. 

“It is wi thin U.S. national 
interests to send aid to the 
former Soviet state to fur- 
ther encourage Azerbaijan’s 
move toward democracy,” 
Mr. King added in a state- 
ment. 

Pro- Armenian groups in 
the U.S. have vowed to 
protest Mr. Aliyev's visit- 


U.K. Labour offers concessions after attacks 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
ruling Labour Party offered 
concessions Sunday after 
party veterans and trade 
union leaders attacked 
Prime Minister Tony Blair’s 
reforms. 

Labour said local party 
branches and trade unions 
would be allowed to submit 
their own motions to the 
party's annual conference, 
according to proposals to be 
put to Labour's national 
executive Wednesday. 

The move was seen as 
allaying grassroots fears 
that the September confer- 
ence would be no more than 
a rally to endorse the poli- 
cies of the leadership. 

Mr. Blair has been on a 
reform drive that shows no 
sign of cooling after his 
landslide May 1 election 
victory. 

But Paddy Ashdown, lea- 
der of the centrist Liberal 


Democrats, forcefully de- 
fended Mr. Blair for giving 
him a chance to influence 
policy and said Britain was 
now entering an era of con- 
sensus politics. 

Less than three months 
after coming to power with 
a massive majority in parlia- 
ment, Mr. Blair last week 
invited the Liberal Democ- 
rats to join a cabinet com- 
mittee looking into constitu- 
tional reform. 

This drew fire from La- 
bour left-wing veteran Tony 
Benn who claimed that the 
move “would be the begin- 
ning of the end of the 
Labour Party.” 

Writing in the Observer 
newspaper, he said Labour 
was fuming into a British 
version of the U.S. Democ- 
rats. This could mean com- 
plete disillusionment with 
politics and low voter tur- 
nout as typified by Presi- 


dent Bill Clinton’s victory. 

Former Labour Party de- 
puty leader Roy Hattersley 
added to the veteran voices 
of concern. Increasingly 
disillusioned with the way 
the party was going, he said 
it was “no longer a force for 
a more equal society.” 

Mr. Blair rejected much 
socialist dogma and dis- 
tanced the party from its 
trade union paymasters in 
his bid to end almost two 
decades in the political wil- 
derness of opposition to the 
Conservatives. 

It was a resounding suc- 
cess as he swept to power 
with a 179-seat majority 
that, he never expected to 
achieve. 

Opinion polls show no 
sign of the honeymoon peri- 
od ending for Mr. Blair after 
almost 100 days in power. 
But the murmuring of left- 
wing discontent have not 


abated. 

Train Drivers* Trade Un- 
ion leader Lew Adams 
asked of Labour on the Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Company 
(BBC) Television: “Why 
don't they listen to the trade 
unions? Why diminish our 
role? We worked with the 
Labour Party to get them 
into power.” 

Liberal Democrat leader 
Ashdown, whose party al- 
most doubled its parliamen- 
tary representation to 46 
seats in the May 1 election, 
denied any Labour-Liberal 
pact was iD the offing j uST 
because they were cooperat- 
ing 
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He said the British were 

fed up with “the destructive ■ * 
way of tribal politics’*, in a ' ■ 

country whose first-past- 
the-post electoral system 
traditionally leaves one sin- 
gle party to govern alone for 
five years. 
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Taleban, Afghan opposition 
trade fire north of Kabul 


A crane clears debris of u crashed train in Furidabad town early Monday. At least 12 people died and 75 were 
injured when a speeding passenger Ir.tin smashed inuTa sliiwer-nim ing one in Ibis industrial town near New Delhi 
( Reuter phutu) 

India train crash kills at least 12, injures 75 


FARIDA BAD. India sRj — 
Al least 12 people died ami 
about 7? were injured earls 
Monday w hen two passciiecV 
trains collided in this industri- 
al loa n outside New Delhi 
officials said. 

“We can confirm 1 2 people 
died in die ulvkL’iu " Ms 
Ah la wat . a deputy superuiteu 
dent ulpufice. told Reuters at 
the crash site. "About lour nr 
fiie more seriously injured 
people may nor survive." 

A railway police official. 
Doepa Mehta, had earlier put 
the death toll at 15. 

K.K. Gupta, a senior rail- 
way manager in charge of res- 
cue operations, said the 
Karnataka Express, which 
was running 12 hours late, 
had overshot a slop signal on 
a loop line and rammed into 
tlie slower-moving Himsagar 
express. 

The engine of the Karna- 
taka Expuss and two car- 


riages were h;idly damaged. 
iuid at least eight carnages ul 
the Himsagar Express were 
derailed in the accident, wit 
nesses said. 

Mr. GupLi said several 
injured passengers had been 
treated at three nearby hospi- 
tals 

Kc'm.ucIs luT lunik* , 

or survivor were working In 
cut ihixdiyn tin- mangled 
metal ul the coaches that were 
thrown off the tracks by lire 
trujcict 

I.K. Joseph, a passenger on 
tlie Himsagar Express, said, 
“there was a big bang. I was 
sleeping un the top berth and 1 
fell down and the lights went 
ulf. When f lit a match die 
coach had overturned and I 
l raw led txit of a window." 

Kcvaihi Nandan Suigal. 
wlx» was travelling on the 
Himsagar express and was 
treated lor his injuries al die 
nearby Badshah Khan Hos- 


pital. said that lie saw the 
Kam.ilaku express httaiing 
lor him as he sat near a win- 
dow. 

“I saw this and did nut 
realise what was happening." 
Mr. Saignl stud “Wlien l 
regained consciousness I was 
in Im-spilal" 

S.M. Kiis|i>iltip|si. an iirii in 
nlliivr. said he tried to climb 
out of die wrecked train after 
the accident but realised dial 
he had Inn many broken 
Nines. “I wailed and cried for 
help" 

Doctors treating die iu-jured 
said dial die dcadi toll was 
unlikely to rise. "Of the 
injured treated here, the con- 
dition of some is serious but 
only one more is critical," Dr. 
S. Samp ol the Badshah Khan 
Hospital told Reuters. 

Monday’s collision was the 
latest to hit the accident-prone 
Indian Railways. On Sunday 
one person died and 2S were 


injured when two coaches of 
a train derailed in the northern 
state of Uttar Pradesh- 

Latest guv eminent figures 
show 594 people died in 398 
accidents in 1995/96 (April- 
March} compare J with 305 
deaths in 501 accidents the 
piev ious year. 

India's railways cover a vast 
network spread over 62.915 
kilometres and in 1995/96 
carried 123 million passen- 
gers un long-distance jour- 
neys. Trains are the cheapest 
mode of transport in the 
sprawling country. 

In August 1995. al least 35U 
people were killed in India's 
worst train accident in Uttar 
Pradesh state near the town of 
Ferozabad. 200 kilometres 
from New Delhi when two 
trains collided. The accident 
was blamed on human error. 


KABUL (R> — Taleban troops and opposition forces 
exchanged rocket and artillery lire some 120 kilometres 
north of Kabul Moodily mum ins. eyewitnesses said. 

“There was heavy lire coming from both sides, but 1 
couldn’t lell if there had been any movement from either 
side," said one visitor to the frontline. 

Taleban fighters at ihe pass leading out of Kabul were 
blocking access to the frontline for journal ist* for the sixth 
day running. 

The sporadic nimble of artillery and racket fire could be 
heard in Kabul throughout the morning, bur there were no 
reports of casualties from any of the city's hospitals. 

The lino north of Kabul have been stable since Friday 
after the opposition advanced more than 60 kilometres 
towards Kabul, sweeping the Taleban before them. 

The Taleban are dug in at the same place where they 
stopped an opposition advance last October. 

But analvsi" in Kabul say there has been a change in the 
relative strengths or the u arring factions since then. 

“The Taleban lost a lot of men and equipment in the north 
and their belief in ultimate victory has been dented." said 
one analy sl 

“But rhe> still control most of the country and their sup- 
port in the south of the country is still solid. It is still too 
e;trly to talk of a collapse of the Taleban across the board." 

The analyst, who declined lu be identified, said the oppo- 
sition nurih of Kabul, commanded by veteran guerrilla 
leader Ahmad Shah Masood, also had weaknesses. 

“Masuod i 1 . suffering from his narrow support base and 
the lack of a coherent plan among his allies. Even if he 
could take Kabul on his own. I'm not sure he could hold it." 
said the analyst. 

The result has been a stalemate on the new frontline, vi ith 
neither side making a decisive move. 

The Taleban have lightened up security in Kabul, carry ing 
out house -to- Ik) use searches in areas of the city they sus- 
pect of harbouring opposition sympathisers. 

The human rights group Amnesty International has accused 
the Taleban of targeting the Tajik and Hazara ethnic minori- 
ties, from whom the opposition draws the bulk of its support. 

Amnesty accused the T.ilehun of arresting up to 2.000 
people and demanded their release. 

A spokesman tor the International Comminee of the Red 
Cross tlCRC) ill Kabul said Sunday he believed that the 
numbers were lower. 

"The number of people arrested for reasons linked to the 
conflict is substantially lower than those recently claimed. 
The ICRC is aware that many people aw brought in far 
questioning, but most of them air released within 48 
hours." said Thomas Gunner of the ICRC Sunday. 

Mr. Masood is unlikely to attempt an all-out assault on 


Kabul until he has the cooperation of his anfi-Taieban 
allies, analysts said Sunday. 

’’it is doubtful that Masood will go it alone. More likely 
he would prefer Kabul to be under pressure from more than 
just une direction." said one miltary expert. 

Mr. Masood's ethnie Pushioon allies in eastern Afghan 
have so far been ineffective in making significant gains 
against the Taleban. and the strategic highway to the 
Pakistan border remains open. 

Southwest of Kabul, Mr. Masood's allies in the Hczb-i- 
YVohdar Shiite militia have not seriously challenged the 
Muslim militants based in the Wardak provincial capital of 
Maidan Shahr. 

Tale ban- run Radio Shariat reported a Saturday attack by 
Karim Khalil i’s Wahdal was repulsed on frontlines well to 
the west of — and clearly no immediate threat — to 
Maidan Shahr. let alone Kabul. 

In addition lu Mr. Masood and Mr. Khalili the anti- 
Taleban alliance, the United Islamic Front for the Salvation 
of Afghanistan tUIFSAi. has a third main partner, ethnic 
Uzbek General Abdul Malik. 

In May. Gen. Malik mutinied against his own warlord 
boss Abdul Rashid Dostum and briefly joined the Taleban. 
who he had allowed into nonhem Afghanistan unopposed, 
before turning on them in a dispute over power- sharing. 

Gen. Malik has no reported presence near Kabul, but 
where he faces the Islamic militia in Budghis province, in 
the far wesL the L'zbek commander has yet to turn on the 
steam. 

The lack of military coordination between the three main 
faction leaders indicates a poorly developed joint strategy, 
analysts suggested. 

This in turn does not augur well for any future UIFSA- 
dominaicd .Afghan government in Kabul, which must oper- 
ate on the principle of fair power- sharing in order to be 
effective, long-lasting and jusL 

How quickly the bruised Taleban can muster reinforce- 
ments may also affect how soon Mr. Masood's allies can 
flex added military muscle on different Kabul and provin- 
cial fronts. 

“Meanwhile, if he can withstand any counter-attacks, Mr. 
Masood can be expected to continue to apply steady mili- 
tary pressure on the capital from the outside.” said one for- 
eign analyst. 

“Even an internal uprising against the Taleban as 
rumoured, would be premature without a committed all-out 
frontal attack against the city.” they added. 

Analysts recalled that last year Mr. Masood's forces twice 
pushed the Taleban back to within 10 kilometres of the 
Khair Khana gates at the northwest of the capital, as they 
have done now, but each time themselves were repelled. 


Thousands Hun Sen: Pol Pot is still rebel chief 

i • PHNOM PENH (R) — day blasted a parliament niese invasion that installed 

maren in Cambodian strongman Hun session expected to approve a government led by Hun 
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India ‘ready to meet’ Pakistani missile threat protest in 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia is ready lo meet any 
“challenge" posed bv Pakis- 
tani missiles. Defence Mi- 
nister Malayan i Singh Ya- 
dav said Monday. 

“We are hilly prepared to 
meel any challenge," the 
minister told parliament 
here. “We have better capa- 
bilities." 

“All the developments re- 
laxing to acquisition and 
deployment of missiles by 
Pakistan are being constant- 
ly monitored." 

Mr. Yadov said New Delhi 
was aware Islamabad was 
building up its missile capa- 
bilities by acquiring new 
missiles from China and by 
developing its own missiles 
with Chinese avsistance 


"We will meet our defence 
requirements, whatever may 
be the cost." the minister 

Said. 

"Funds constraints will 
not come m ihe way uf mee- 
ting Indian defence require- 
ments. There will be no 
compromise on this count." 

The minister spoke sonic 
three weeks after India 
expressed concern over 
Pakistani press reports that 
Islamabad had test-fired a 
medium-range missile capa- 
ble of hitting New Delhi. 

Tlie Nation, an English- 
language newspaper in Pa- 
kistan had reported that a 
long-range version of the 
country's home-made Hatal’ 
missile had been successful - 
l\ tested. It said the mis- 


sile’s range was 800 kilo- 
metres. 

Pakistan already has Ha- 
taf-l missiles, with a range 
of 100 kilometres. Hataf-II 
can hit taigcts up to 200 
kilometres away. 

India alleges Pakistan also 
has un arsenal of M-I I Chi- 
nese-made missiles. 

List month the Washing- 
ton Post said India had dep- 
loyed its own Prilhvi (Earth) 
surface missiles near the 
Pakistani border. The report 
was denied by New Delhi. 

India and Pakistan, both 
of which are “threshold" 
iHicleui powers believed to 
have the capability of devel- 
oping nuclear weapons, 
have fought three wars since 
their independence from 


Britain in 1947. 

The two countries have 
been trying to improve their 
relations in recent years but 
decades of mistrust. com- 
pounded by their dispute 
over the divided Himalayan 
slate of Kashmir — contin- 
ue to dog them. 

On Monday, G.A. Charan 
Reddy, a member of parlia- 
ment from the Congress (Ij 
Parry, asked if Indian de- 
fence forces were “ade- 
quately equipped to meet 
die challenge" posed by 
Pakistani missiles. 

Mr. Yadav said even if the 
range of Pakistani missiles 
covered the entire country 
“we are fully competent to 
counter such moves and 
give a befitting reply." 


Spain 


Gujral denies offering talks with Kashmir rebels 


NEW DELHI tAFP) — 
Indian Prime Munster Imlcr 
Kumar Gujral Monday de- 
nied uttering unconditional 
talks to Mte>illl\ scpai.ai.st 
guerrilla in the llirti.da_v.ui 
state uf Kasimm. 

Mr. Gujral. undci alias k 
from the opjmsition so: ie 
purled! > saying he was will- 
ing to negotiate with the 
militants, said his cum 
meats had been im ■reported 
by the media. 

“I never offered uncondi- 
tional dialogue with the 
Kashmiri militants. he 
.said 

"1 had said the govern 
meat wax ready for talks 
with our estranged youth 
only after rltev lay down 
tlteir arms. Mav he 1 was not 
properly tindeixititK* be 
fjus; 1 was sj«e.iking hi Ur 


dti a> my public meetings." 

He made the statement .it 
ter Hindu nationalist lender 
and tiH'iTurr Prune Minister 
\tal Behan Vajpajee ac- 
uiscd Mi Gujral ol making 
*tiii a Jictory" statements 
while vi si I mg Kashmir dui* 
i.iy the weekend. 

Sir. Gujral was reported lo 
have said Saturday ite was 
read} Im unconditional 
talks tilth ihe militant-., win* 
have been wag mg a sepa- 
ratist campaign in Kashirin 
since 1989 which ha- Ci ■■.! 
more than 20.000 lives. 

The unconditional offei 
appeared to he* the fust bs 
an Indian prime minister to 
tire separatists in Kashmir. 

In l l> 9s, Prime MnusliT 
P.V. Njiusimha Kao save 
die go ahe.'iJ fi* talk'? but 
said ih.' militants should 


first surrender and the talks 
would he held “within the 
framework of the Indian 
constitution.’ implying the 
scjwniisK .should fiist ac 
wept India's claim over 
Kashmir The offer was 
rejected. 

On Sunday, howcvci. Mr. 
Gujral appeared to back- 
track by saying he would 
not talk to the Muslim mili- 
tants until they gave up their 
wv:ipi.»lK. 

lire con fusion persisted 
when p.i; Ijaineni recon- 
vened Monday. 

Mr. Gujral. who has been 
widely pi a: sc J ioi his ct- 
luits to csiat.i'isli closer ties 
with Pakistan since coming 
to jimuT in April. ; cas<er - 
ted India's ciaiin over the 
whole of Kashmir includ- 
ing the noitliei'n liiird «»t the 


territory held by neighbour- 
ing Pakistan. 

Accused of being mo 
dovish towards Pakistan by 
his opponents. Mr. Gujral 
said there would be no com- 
promise over New Delhi’s 
traditional stand that (he 
whole of Kashmir belonged 
to India. 

‘The w hole of Kashmir is 
un integral pan of India and 
will remain so." he said. 

India and Pakistan dispute 
the ownership of Kushnjir. 
India controls tlie southern 
two-thirds of the territory. 

New Delhi accuses Isla- 
mabad of arming and train- 
ing Muslim militants fight- 
ing against Indian rule. Pa- 
kistan denies the charge, but 
says it gives diplomatic ba- 
cking to the separatists. 


Vietnam urges more 6 equitable’ ties with U.S. 


HANOI (AFP) — Former 
Vietnam i w»n»:iusiist ivuly 
chief Nguyen Van Linli 
Monday urged his country to 
seek more "equitable rela- 
tions" with the U.S. in eco- 
nomic and war- related 
spheres. 

Mr. Linh chided the U.S. 
for spending millions of dol- 
lars on the recovery of re- 
mains of subnets ‘missing in 
action' (MlAs) since the 
Vietnam War while having 
failed to give a clear res- 
ponse © Vietnamese re- 
quests for aid to victims of 


agent orange. 

In Ct uiViiiCiif !H'« W'lltC il tip 

peared in lire: Saigon Uia- 
ptioug ncwsjiu^r over the 
weekend Mr. l.inh accused 
tire U.S. of bullying Viemuni 
before and otter lire liliine of 
aai ecoiiotiiTi: embargo in 
1994. 

He argued that since then 
U.S. businesses hav e brought 
■ with them meagre amounts 
of capital and technology 
while flooding Vietnam with 
U.S. consumer goods. 

Mr. Li nits article was enti- 
tled “international relations 


should he mure equitable.” 
fm[ i inly Ihe 1 ! S. was singled 

OUL 

"While many capitalist 
countries have established 
good commercial relations 
will i Vietnam ... since the lift- 
ing of tlie embargo the U.S. 
has posed many problems to 
pressure Vietnam ui order to 
serve its self interest:’ he 
said. 

Mr. Linh was retired as 
party chief, Vietnam's most 
powerful position, in 1991 
when lie was replaced by Do 
Muoi. 


His reemergence from rela- 
tive obscurity lias caused 
observers to wonder wlui is 
going on behind the scenes 
within the Communist Party- 

Last week ail major dailies 
carried his commentary on 
uigent issues ranging from 
alcoholism to landlessness 
among farmers. 

In his latest article he 
reminded readers of U.S. 
atrocities during the war and 
said the U.S. reneged on its 
commitment of more than $3 
billion in aid following the 
end of the war in 1975. 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain 
( R) — Tens of thousands of 
Basques took to the streets 
in the largesi demonstra- 
tion by the ETA guerrillas' 
political wing since the 
killing of a politician by 
separatist rebels earlier this 
month. 

With Spain still seething 
over the murder of 29-year- 
old Miguel Angel Blanco. 
Basque authorities bol- 
stered security at the pro- 
ETA march and hundreds 
of police and private secu- 
rity guards were deployed 
to maintain order. 

The demonstration ended 
peacefully but sporadic 
violence later broke out 
after 30 hooded people 
clashed with police. 

Uniformed police, who 
had kept a low profile dur- 
ing the march earlier in the 
day. were deployed onto 
the streets of the old quar- 
ter of the northern Spanish 
city and fired rubber bullets 
in the air to disperse the 
attackers, witnesses said. 

Some onlookers emerg- 
ing from bars shouted 
“assassins” and “get out” 
as police gathered in 
groups in the narrow streets 
wielding guns ready to 
quell further attacks. 

The violence left a sour 
taste after a peaceful march 
in which more than 20.000 
demonstrators chanted 
"independence" and "lung 
live the ETA military" 
along the beachfront in Sim 
Sebastian, a stronghold of 
the radical separatist move- 
ment. 

Hern Batasuna, ETA's 
political ami, called the 
protest in response to anti- 
ETA rallies held across 
Spain in the past two weeks 
that drew an estimated six 
million people. 

The Basque regional gov- 
ernment had barred a simi- 
lar demonstration planned 
for last Saturday because of 
fears of a possible violent 
backlash by people out- 
raged by Blanco's killing. 
But there was no sign of 
trouble during die march. 

Special vans used by anti- 
riot police were stationed at 
strategic points, and a 
police helicopter hovered 
over the city. 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian strongman Hun 
Sen said Monday that re- 
viled Khmer Rouge leader 
Pol Pot was still in charge 
of the rebel group and was 
playing a political game. 

Khmer Rouge radio said in 
a broadcast Saturday that 
Pol Pot had been condemned 
and sentenced to life in 
prison for crimes against the 
people and the nation. 

Mr. Pol Pot was the archi- 
tect of the Khmer Rouge’s 
"killing fields” rule from 
1975-79 during which more 
than a million Cambodians 
were killed by execution, 
torture, disease, starvation 
or hard labour. 

But Mr. Hun Sen told 
reporters, “it is a political 
game of the Khmer Rouge. 
Pol Pot is in Anlong Veng. 
He is the leader of the 
Khmer Rouge forces." 

He did not elaborate on 
what kind of political game 
he thought Mr. Pol Pot was 
playing. 

Nate Thayer, an American 
reporter who writes for the 
Far Eastern Economic Re- 
view. said Sunday he had 
seen Mr. Pol Pot in Anlong 
Veng, the guerrillas’ main 
base in northern Cambodia, 
Friday — the first lime in 
IS years a Western reporter 
has seen the elusive Pol Pot. 
Mr. Thayer declined to give 
details of his trip. 

Khmer Rouse radio Mon- 


day blasted a parliament 
session expected to approve 
the country's Foreign Mi- 
nister Ung Huot to succeed 
ousted. Prince Norodom Ra- 
nariddh as first prime min- 
ister. 

It likened the session to as 
play being directed by Mr. 
Hun Sen. 

Mr. Ung Huofs nomina- 
tion was backed by Mr. Hun 
Sen while Prince Rana- 
riddh. who left Cambodia 
before he was ousted, said 
he has expelled the foreign 
minister from his royalist 
party. 

The Khmer Rouge guer- 
rilla group has made clear it 
supports Prince Ranariddh, 
repeatedly criticising Mr. 
Hun Sen’s July 6 ouster of 
the prince in Its radio broad- 
casts. 

Mr. Hun Sen said Monday 
that the Khmer Rouge's po- 
litical leader Khieu Sam- 
phan could not control the 
guerrilla group. “Khieu 
Samphan cannot control the 
Khiner Rouge hardliners, so 
Pol Pot must keep power,” 
he said. 

Pol Pot. now almost 70. 
was Iasi seen by indepen- 
dent witnesses in late 1979, 
when he gave a news con- 
ference on the Thai-Cam- 
bodian border. 

That was a year after he 
and his Khmer Rouge gov- 
ernment were forced from 
Phnom Penh bv a Vietna- 


mese invasion that installed 
a government led by Hun 
Sen in Phnom Penh. Over 
the years there have been a 
number of rumours that Pol 
Pot had died or was serious- 
ly ill. 

Saturday s Khmer Rouge 
radio broadcast said Pol Pot 
and his “clique” had been 
condemned and sentenced 
to life in prison at a moss 
rally Friday for crimes 
against the people and the 
nation. 

The radio first denounced 
Pol Pot in mid-June, shortly 
after a bloody split in the 
secretive Maoist group's top 
leadership in which defence 
chief Son Sen and almost a 
dozen members of his fami- 
ly were slaughtered. The 
radio blamed Pol Pot for the 
massacre. 

The radio is the guerrillas’ 
main propaganda mouth- 
piece and has long been 
known for its exaggera- 
tions, but analysts in Phnom 
Penh said Saturday's con- 
demnation of Mr. Pol Pol fit 
in with the scant evidence 
that has emerged to date 
from the Anlong Veng 
stronghold in remote north- 
ern Cambodia 

Bitter disagreement over 
how ro handle the Khiner 
Rouge between Cambodia’s 
two copremiers was a key 
factor leading to this 
month's bloody takeover by 
Mr. Hun Sen. 


Sydney police hit Korean crime gangs 


SYDNEY (R) — Austra- 
lian police Monday said 
they had staged successful 
operations against Korean 
crime gangs in Sydney and 
were investigating reports 
that Korean gangs were 
involved in loan-sharking 
at the city’s new casino. 

The New South Wales 
tNSW) State Police Com- 
missioner Peter Ryan said 
police had been investigat- 
ing reports of Korean 
crime gangs for some time 
and had in recent months 
successfully hit Korean 
gangs in Sydney’s red light 


district of Kings Cross. 

“The police service is al- 
so uwure of allegations of 
illegal conduct in the pre- 
cincts ot the Sydney Har- 
bour Casino and has been 
working with casino au- 
thorities on addressing 
them,” Mr. Ryan said in a 
statement. 

“The issue of alleged 
illegal activities by crimi- 
nals of Korean origin in 
NSW is not a new one. 
This work is ongoing and it 
is not appropriate to dis- 
cuss police operations pub- 
licly,” Mr. Ryan said. 


The Sydney Moming He- 
rald newspaper Monday 
ran a front-page story 
headlined: "Korean gangs 
blamed for new city crime 
war." 

The newspaper also ran a 
full page of stories detail- 
ing the gangs’ terror tactics 
and victims — mainly Ko- 
rean tourists or students. 

The existence of the 
gangs has emerged follow- 
ing the bludgeoning deaths 
of two Korean men outside 
a restaurant in Kings Cross 
in January. 


Blair says Charles can wed Camilla — report 


LONDON (R) — British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair is ready to give government 
approval for royal heir Prince Charles to 
many his lover Camilla Parker Bowles, the 
Sun newspaper reported. 

But the prime minister’s blessing wiU 
depend on the couple winning the support of 
the British people and the Church of England, 
the tabloid said in its Monday editions. 

Prince Charles has been taking steps to give 
Camilla greater public exposure as the 
woman in his life. 

But many Britons blame her for the break- 


up of Prince Charles's 15-year marriage to 
Princess Diana and say they could never 
accept Camilla who is also divorced, as the 
next Queen of England. 

The Sun quoted a close friend of Mr. Blair 
as saying, “his instincts tell him that if 
Charles and Camilla wish to marry they 
should be allowed to do so." 

“But he would be pretty mindful of any 
church opposition." 

As prime minister, Mr. Blair has sweeping 
powers to advise Queen Elizabeth over the 
succession to the throne. 
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Shooting the air in joy 


HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS to 
the Jordanian national soccer team and to 
all of our young athletes whose fine perfor- 
mances made this Pan;Arab Games event 
the most successful in Jordan’s history. 

However, Sundays, victory celebrations 
that flowed for hours through the capital 
give cause to address a very serious issue: 
the irresponsible use bf firearms (including 
automatic weapons), which, since last 
Saturday has been the cause of two deaths 
and twenty reported injuries sustained 
during the course of Tahvjibi and Arab 
Games celebrations. 

These statistics are obscene. 

The danger that was posed to both lives 
and property following the Jordan-Syria 
match was entirely predictable after 
Jordan’s victory over Kuwait and the ensu- 
ing festivities. 

Unfortunately, common Seiise seems to 
have escaped Sunday.'s revellers, even after 
repeated appeals from Public Security 
Department and the media asking party- 
goers to leave their arms at home. Is there 
an excuse for such reckless and life-threat- 
ening behaviour, particularly in residential 
neighbourhoods? 

It is also unfortunate that many who 
would have liked to join in the Celebrations, 
or cheer on from front lawns and balconies 
were too terrified to do so, and were hence 
confined to their homes, with no real guar- 
antees of being safe from straying bullets. 

Athletic victories, weddings and Tawjihi 
scores are all cause for celebration. 
However, it is disturbing that citizens con- 
tinue to take up arms to express their joy. 
The country is after all entering the 21st 
century. Plain and simple, guns kill. 

No one will argue that^ypHitg athletes are 
a source of pride to every nation: they rep- 
resent the true spirit 6f exemplary behav- 
iour, national unity and honest endeavour 
towards a commas goal. But ft is sure that 
all the medals at the Arab Games would 
hold no meaning if one Jordanian were to 
lose his/her life in applauding such victory. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER fur Al Arab AfYawai criticised a Ministry 
of Health decision to allow British meat and niilk prod- 
ucts to enter the Jordanian market Saying that the min- 
istry is risking rhe health of the Jordanians because of 
the inad cow disease thai has been proved to have 
affected British cattle over the past years. Riham Farra 
said that Jordanian citizens could continue to live fru- 
gal iy, face rising prices and bear the heavy taxes, but 
would not accept to eat poisoned food products. If the 
European countries themselves have rejected the 
British meat and inilk products, why should Jordan 
accept them: is it because rhe Jordanian government 
has succumbed to pressure from the British govern- 
ment. asked the writer. We do not need any economic 
aid from Britain and we do uui wish 10 have good rela- 
tions with a counny that veils us poisoned food, neither 
do we need Britain to supp>.irt us at die Uuiled Nations, 
but we need our government nut to impose on us meat 
and milk products rhat art likeh- ti? cany disease to 
poison our children, she stressed. The writer cited a 
recent statement by former Health Minister Abdul 
Rahim Malhas who said in an article in the press 
recently that Jordanians have become accustomed to 
eating food products not perfectly tit,, for human con- 
sumption. but they are not immunised against mad cow 
disease. 


FAHED FANEK. a writer for A! Ra‘i. said Monday 
that Jordan had no choice in 1991 but to enter into the 
peace process to safeguard its narional security and 
regain its lands and water re!»ourees. Having seen Iraq, 
the largest .Arab power, crushed by the US.-led coali- 
tion. having seen the Palestinians conclude peace with 
Israel, und having witnessed the Arab World falling to 
pieces and in total disarray. Jordan saw no reason for 
not acting in a manner that would protect its interests 
and restore its rights, said the writer. As to the advan- 
tages of the peace treaty with Israel concluded in 1994, 
he said, Jordan regained its lands and secured an Israeli 
recognition of its internal borders, thus aborting any 
Zionist claims that Jordan serves as a substitute home- 
land for the Palestinians, sakl the writer. He said 
through the peace process, which was decried by many 
pessimists, Jordaii is sure to secure additional amounts 
of water for its growing population’s needs. The writer 
pointed out that as a result of the peace treaty, and con- 
trary to what the pessimists had claimed Israel has not 
dominated the Jordanian economy ’but. rhe accord has 
helped Jordan to secure sizeable amounts of economic 
and financial aid from foreign nations. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


ByRamiG.Bwnri 


Guilt, forgiveness, truth and reconciliation; 


Learning from the German-Czech declaration 


BONN. Germany — Being largely uninterested in techno- 
logical and engineering achievements, and having 
exhausted my determination to test the major varieties of 
German pretzels and sausages, I have used my time on a 
visit here to explore an aspect of modem Germany that 
you might call “social engineering", and that may be very 
relevant to others around the world who are struggling to 
resolve conflicts and achieve forgiveness and reconcilia- 
tion. The specific issue that strikes me as worth greater 
appreciation is the recent reconciliation between Germany 
and the Czech Republic. This could hold valuable lessons 
for the resolution of equally bitter conflicts, including the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, because of the common features of 
mass suffering, expulsions and displacements of millions 
of people, loss of property and life and a lingering, stub- 
born insistence on not forgetting the wrongs of the past but 
rather trying to redress those wrongs and lay the ground- 
work for a future of mutual respect, cooperation and pros- 
perity. 

The German-Czech Declaration on Mutual Relations 
and Their Future Development was signed in January after 
IS months of detailed negotiations. 

Along with its exemplary brevity (just three and a half 
double-spaced typed pages!) the declaration is most strik- 
ing. 1 thought, for both sides' formal, explicit admission of 
responsibility for their hurtful deeds in the past. (The basic 
facts of the case are that after the 1938 Munich agreement 
Nazi Germany took control of the Czech border region 
inhabited by Czech nationals who were of German ethnic 
origin, causing hundreds of thousands of non-German 
Czechs to leave that area and move into the Czech heart- 
land: after Germany's defeat in World War IT. the Czechs 
regained the disputed territory along their border with 
Germany, some one and a half million Germans were 
evicted en masse, the new situation was formalized by the 
Potsdam Treaty after WW IT. and it remained unchanged 
and unspoken of during the four decades of the 
Communist era. Both countries thus have many bitter citi- 
zens who were displaced or lost property and who. in 
many cases, have demanded compensation for their suf- 
fering and material losses.) 

The declaration explicitly admits the wrongs committed 
by both sides, stating: “TTie German side acknowledges 
Germany's responsibility for its role in a historical devel- 
opment which led to the I93S Munich Agreement the 
flight and forcible expulsion of people from the Czech 
border area and the forcible breakup and occupation of the 
Czechoslovak Republic. It regrets the suffering and injus- 
tice inflicted upon the Czech people through Narional 
Socialist crimes committed by Germans. TTie German side 


pays tribute to the victims of National Socialist tyranny 
and to those who resisted it..,. The Czech side regrets that 
by the forcible expulsion and forced resettlement of 
Sudeten [southern] Germans from the former 
Czechoslovakia after the [second world] war as well as by 
the expropriation and deprivation of citizenship, much suf- 
fering and injustice was inflicted upon innocent people, 
also in view of the fact that guilt was attributed collective- 
ly. It particularly regrets the excesses which were contrary’ 
to elementary humanitarian principles as well as legal 
norms existing at that time..." 

The admission of responsibility and guilt is a critical ele- 
ment in sustainable conflict resolution, for it acknowl- 
edges to the other side that the wrongs arid the hurt that 
were administered are not being denied or swept under the 
carpet By acknowledging the pain and suffering caused to 
others, such admissions set the stage for genuine reconcil- 
iation. 

The German president, Roman Herzog, in a 1994 speech 
on (Jerroan relations with its neighbours, said that “What 
we ifeed is reconciliation and understanding, mutual trust 
and good neighbourliness. They will only thrive and grow 
if ofr peoples openly face up to the atrocities of their 
recent history — quite openly and without prejudice, with 
the courage to accept the whole truth; neither adding nor 
omitting, neither concealing nor squandering anything; 
conscious of needing forgiveness, but also being prepared 
to forgive." 

Czech President Vaclav Havel for his part said in a 
speech during the visit of the German president to Prague 
in 1990: “The basic prerequisite for a genuine friendship 
between our nations is truth, a truth that is always 
expressed, no matter how bard." 

The second crucial factor in the German-Czech reconcil- 
iation is the act of apology and contrition. Both sides not 
only admit their wrongs, but express sorrow, regret and 
apology. This emotional expression rehumanises both the 
former enemy and oneself, and reestablishes sound human 
relations based on respect rather than dominance and 
force. 

The third important element is the firm placing of issues 
from the past firmly in the past, i.e., agreeing that the 
injustices of the past cannot be completely undone and that 
they should not burden future cooperation and progress for 
both people. The declaration states that both sides are 
“convinced that injustice inflicted in the past cannot be 
undone but at best alleviated, and that in doing so no new 
injustice must arise.... Both sides agree that injustice 
inflicted in the past belongs in the pasL and will therefore 
orient their relations towards the future... each side 


remains committed to its legal system and respects the fact 
that the other side has a different legal position. Both sides 
therefore declare that they will not burden their relations 
with political and legal issues which stem from the past” 
Such forward-looking maturity and resolve could oafr 
occur. I suspect, because of tbe declaration’s earlier claus- 
es expressing mutual responsibility and regret This 
process has worked in part because both sides coupled the 
admission of responsibility and guilt with an agreement to 
devoid these of current legal claims (which is out reason 
some, mostly elderly, Sudeten Germans oppose the 
accord, though the vast majority of Germans accept it). 
The fourth element in this dynamic that struck me as sig- 
nificant is its focus on ongoing joint efforts to continue the 
process of acknowledging rather than hiding historical 
facts and of working together in different fields in order to 
continue the mutual healing. Thus the declaration includes 
provisions to set up a German-Czech Future Fund to 
finance projects of mutual interest (e.g., youth meetings, 
care for the elderly, restoration of monuments, promotion 
of minorities), to continue the work of the German-Czech 
Commission of Historians, and to set up a German-Czech 
Discussion Forum to foster dialogue on issues of common 


concern. ., . 

Though the passage of time has been an important ele- 
ment in bringing about this reconciliation in the centre of 
Europe, German and Czech officials I have spoken with 
also point out several other important elements. One is 
“the need to admit your wrongs and to unburden yourself 
of your guilt for past actions,” a Czech official said. 
Another, according to a German, is the fact that "Germans 
have learned to be more sensitive and careful with our 
behaviour vis-a-vis neighbours who fear and watch our 
actions because of our history and our big size and power 
relative to the rest of Europe.” 

Both sides use almost identical words in describing the 
impact of the declaration, saying it brought them “freedom 
from the past" and was “Tike removing a cork from a bot- 
tle that liberates previously pent-up sentiments and 
resources and allows a strong, normal flow of emotions 
and relations.” 

There are important lessons about human nature and 
political reconciliation to be learned from this once dark 
bit of history for tbe Middle East and many other regions 
of the world where the promise of a better future is often 
tragically held hostage to the enduring bitterness and trau- 
ma of the past. 

Here is a fresh model of how to deal with such historical 
obstacles. 
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Europe has a major role to play in Asia-Pacific security 


By Paul Stares 
and Nicolas Regaud 


TOKYO — The sight of 
British forces departing 
Hong Kong has doubtless 
reinforced the general 
impression that Europe has 
irrevocably disengaged from 
the security affairs of the 
Asia-Pacific region. But the 
reality is one of growing not 
diminishing involvement. 
Important reasons exisL 
moreover, for Europe to play 
a much greater role in the 
future. 

Though undeniably mod- 
est when compared to 
America's influence, 

Europe's contributions to 
regional security are signifi- 
cant: 

The European Union is 
now a regular participant in 
the ASEAN Regional 
Forum, established to pro- 
mote dialogue and mutual 


confidence in East Asia. The 
EU is also making an active 
effort to stabilise the Korean 
Peninsula, first with a pledge 
of $90 million to the Korean 
Energy Development 
Organisation to help forestall 
nuclear proliferation and. 
more recently, with $69 mil- 
lion in food aid to the North. 

European countries have 
also been heavily involved in 
the self-defence efforts of 
regional powers, primarily 
with arms transfers but also 
through industrial coopera- 
tion. military training pro- 
grammes and joint exercises. 
These activities have all 
increased steadily since the 
end of the cold war. 

During the 1990s. Britain 
and France have vigorously 
pursued defence cooperation 
agreements with countries 
throughout East Asia. Both, 
along with Germany, have 
also begun holding regular 


security dialogues . . with 
Japan. France, moreover, has 
recently launched an inde- 
pendent initiative to engage 
China on a variety of securi- 
ty issues. 

In general, however. 
Europe's involvement in 
Asia-Pacific security is a 
patchwork effort pursued 
without overarching design 
or higher coordination. This 
deficiency should be 
redressed for two fundamen- 
tal reasons. 

First, Europe's growing 
economic stake in the Asia- 
Pacific region demands it. 
Over a quarter of the EU’s 
external trade — nearly $ 1 80 
billion in 1995 — is with 
East Asia. EU members have 
also made substantial invest- 
ments in the region that are 
now valued at around $75 
billion. While lower than 
U.S. levels, the difference is 
not so significant and cer- 


tainly does d<Jj. justify /the- 
much lower European secu- 
rity role. 

Second, European coun- 
tries may be drawn into a 
major regional crisis whether 
they like it or not. This is 
particularly true for Britain 
and France in their capacity 
as permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council. 
Tbe United States is also 
likely to request the support 
of its principal allies should 
it become militarily 
engaged, something that 
would be difficult to duck 
without alienating their pri- 
mary security guarantor. 

And lest they be over- 
looked. both Britain and 
France have made important 
— albeit non-binding — 
commitments lo the security 
of key countries in the 
region, notably South Korea. 
Singapore. Malaysia and 
Brunei. Some of these agree- 


Victim reveals Israelis regime of torture 


By Patrick Cockbum 


I 


JERUSALEM — For 47 
days Omar Ghanimat was 
tortured in an Israeli prison, 
his open wounds allowed to 
fester, while the Israeli 
press denounced him as “a 
licking bomb." a man whose 
mistreatment was justified 
because he knew about 
forthcoming attacks on 
civilian targets. 

This week Mr. Ghanimat. 
45. with seven children, was 
sentenced to only three 
months in prison, a tacit 
admission by the prosecutor 
rhat he had committed no 
serious offence. 

Human rights lawyers say 
his case proves that 
Palestinian prisoners are 
routinely tortured by the 
Israeli security 1 forces and 
not only when they are sus- 
pected of knowing of an 
attack. 

“It was the worst case of 
torture I have seen in 
Israel." says AJIecra 
Pacheco. Mr. Ghanimat's 
lawyer, who saw him in the 
Russian compound prison 
in Jerusalem after eight 
weeks of continuous inter- 
rogation. 

“His hands and legs had 
swelled to bubbles because 
there were tight handcuffs 
on both. There were gashes 
op his arms and some of 
them were missy and bleed- 
ing." 


Mr. Ghanimat was arrest- 
ed in the village of Tzurif, 
north of Hebron, on April 
10 after Israeli security 
(Shin Bet) rounded up a cell 
of lzzedin Kassam. the mil- 
itary arm of the militant 
Islamic group Hamas. 

The cell was responsible 
for planting a bomb in a 
case in Tel Aviv in which 
three women were killed. 
Mr. Ghanimat had the same 
last name as the bomber, but 
was not related to him 
(though the Israeli press 
reported that he was his 
brother). 

Israeli security is usually 
careful to use methods of 
torture which do not use 
marks. 

In Mr. Ghanimat's case 
they were less inhibited. 
Ms. Pacheco, who works for 
LAW, a Palestinian human 
rights group, says this may 
have been because he did 
not at first have a lawyer. 

Always tightly hand- 
cuffed. so blood could not 
reach his hands, a dirty sack 
placed over his head and 
deprived of sleep for long 
periods, he says he was 
kicked and beaten until he 
could not walk. 

In a painfully written affi- 
davit on May 27. the first 
time he saw his lawyer. Mr. 
Ghanimat wrote how- one of 
his interrogators called 
“Captain Tariq” sat “on a 
small chair, placed it on my 


chest... and jumped from the 
chair onto my chest causing 
me severe pain." Another, 
called “the major," pulled 
me “from under the chair, 
which caused injuries to my 
legs.” 

Although he screamed 
with pain continually and 
was bleeding, a prison doc- 
tor who saw him prescribed 
only the equivalent of Vicks 
for his chest. 

During his interrogation, 
Mr. Ghanimat was continu- 
ally asked to confess to 
being a member of Izzedin 
Kassam. Desperate to end 
the torture he admitted that 
in 1994 an Israeli had come 
to Tzurif with a stolen car in 
which he and a friend had 
found a gun. They hid it and 
the friend had later handed 
over the weapon to 
Palestinian security. 

his interrogators seemed 
uninterested in this. 

Mr. Ghanimat says one of 
them said him: ‘Torture is 
like the ways of the sea — 
that which is to come is 
more severe than that which 
has passed.'* 

Shocked by what she had 
seen, Ms. Pacheco appealed 
to the Israeli High Court 
under its president .Aharon 
Barak to ask for a court 
order to stop the torture. 
The court allowed Mr. 
Ghanimat to come to court 
and show his wounds. 
Photographers 


allowed to photograph 
them. At First Mr. Ghanimat 
would not speak in front of 
Shin Bet interrogators, say- 
ing: “I can't. They'll kill me 
when we ger back ro 
prison." Mr. Barak then told 
the Shin Bet officers to 
leave the court. 

After Mr. Ghanimat 
described what had hap- 
pened the state attorney said 
that “at this stage” no more 
physical pressure would be 
placed on him. He returned 
to the Russian compound 
where the Shin Bet made 
him write out a confession 
about the gun in the stolen 
car. a technical offence for 
which he has just received 
three months in prison. He 
is to be released on July 9. 

In May th£ U.N. 
Committee against Torture 
decided that Israel, by per- 
mitting its security forces to 
use "moderate physical 
pressure” against prisoners, 
legalises torture. 

It singled out seven meth- 
ods of interrogation, such as 
the use of cold air to chill 
prisoners, sleep deprivation, 
sacks over the head, shack- 
ling in painful positions and 
violent shaking (which has 
the same effect as a 
whiplash injury in a car 
crash) as breaching the U.N. 
Convention against Torture. 


were 


I he Independent 


merits? are remnaDts of; the; 
cold war, other vestiges of 
the colonial era. Regardless, 
they remain in effect and 
could be invoked in the 
future. 

In short, Europe’s direct 
interest in promoting peace 
and stability in the .Asia- 
Pacific region necessitates a 
more active and coherent 
policy of engagemenL 
Clearly this is easier said 
than done. Europe’s 
progress towards a common 
foreign and security policy 
lags well behind its aspira- 
tions. The twin goals of 
deeper European integration 
and enlargement have also 
become all-consuming pri- 
orities and thus leave little 
enthusiasm, to say nothing 
of additional resources, for 
bold new initiatives beyond 
Europe. 

The trick, therefore, is to 
do more with similar levels 
of effort. Pulling it off 
entails better coordination 
und collaboration among the 
most interested states. 
Practical steps to this end 
include the following: 

— Establish a high-level 
contact group for Asia- 
Pacific. This would 
exchange assessments, dis- 
cuss initiatives and generally 
build consensus on such 
matters as responding to a 
Korean crisis, engaging 
China, defusing conflict 
over Taiwan and defining a 
common arms sales policy. 

— Make European partici- 
pation in the ASEAN 
Regional Forum more effec- 
tive. The EU's current weak 
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reformulated and room 
found for British and Frrfich^! 
membership, if only on & 
rotating basis. 

— Bolster Europe’s mili- 
tary options and contingency 
planning. Britain and Fiance 
now deploy modest forces at 
irregular intervals to the 
region. By combining their 
assets for joint exercises, a 
more meaningful presence 
would be possible without 
additional cost. Forces from 
other European countries 
could join them if desired. 

— Develop a coordinated 
dialogue with Japan, China 
and the United States on 
Asia-Pacific security. By 
building on existing ties, 
Europe can play a useful 
moderating role in fostering 
a stable trilateral relation- 
ship among these three pow- 
ers, a process that is 
absolutely critical to the 
equilibrium of the region. 

Europe's colonial presence 
in East Asia is indeed nearly 
over — Macau's reversion in 
1999 will end it finally — 
but the stakes are too high 
and the world too small for it 
to stay out of the security 
affairs of the region. 
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Paul Stares is a senior 
research fellow and Nicolas 
Regaud is a visiting research 
fellow at the Japan Institute 
of International Affairs in 
Tokyo. This article is 
reprinted from the 
Intenmiional Herald 

Tribune. 


LETTERS 


No discrimination here 


To the Editor: 


IN REFERENCE to Rima Chadirchi’s letter “Sports is 
not politics” (Jordan Times, July 27, 1997), in which 
she stated that she could not participate as a member of 
the Jordanian squash team in the Pan-Arab Gaines 
because she holds an Iraqi passport, we would like to 
sate the following: 

The Lebanese embassy in Amman has duly granted 
visas to all members of the official Jor dani an sports 
team participating in the eighth Pan-Arab Games held 
in Beirut, Jordanians and non- Jordanians, including 
Iraqi nationals, in adherence to the list provided by the 
Jordan Olympic Committee. 

We hope that this clarification will set the record 
straight. 



Dr. William Habib, 
Ambassador of Lebanon, 
Amman. 
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Fallen Falcon 



Pilot Omar Bilal (centre) poses with his engineer prior to one of his flights 


Omar Bilal died an July 26, 
his life prematurely taken 
when his plane crashed 
during tut air show in Bel- 
gium. A tap pilot w ho nos 
planning lu win the World 
Aerobatics Championship 
for Jordan. Capt. Bilal was 
dedicated ft? his work and 

country. An inter, icw con- 
ducted with him last 
November by Mariana Al 
Far sheds more light tm the 
man. the pilot and his 
dreams that were cut short 
by an untimely death. 

In 1985 Omar Bilal joined 
tiier Royal Jordanian Ah* 
Force Academy al age 17. It 
was a dream come true. 
Finally he was old enough 
to be in one of the planes 
that his uncle used to show 
him since Omar was a 10- 
\ ear-old buy. 

In 1 9S8. he graduated as a 
Fighter pilot. Ui 1992, he 
was chosen to be part oF 
Jordan’s precision flying 
team, the Royal Falcons. 

Military' "flying reams 
such as the Royal Falcons 
».r the U S. Air Force Thun- 
tlerbirds regularly fly in air 
shows which are demon- 
strations uf pilots' abilities 
and a was to show off mili- 
tary aircraft. The manoeu- 
vres in these demonstra- 
tions are standard for any 
trained pilot. The teams 
dazzle spectators by flying 
these manoeuvres in precise 
formation. 

Capt- Bilal is both a mem- 
ber of the Jordanian Royal 
Falcons and an award-win- 
ning solo aerobatics com- 
petitor. His awards in aero- 
batics competitions include 
one at an international 
championship in Belgium 
in 1994. best solo display 
pilot in England’s Big 
Thunder Air Show and best 
aerobatics pilot in Holland, 
Belgium and Luxembourg 
in 1995. He also won a 
bronze medal in the British 
National Aerobatics Cham- 
pionship in 1,995 and in . 


1996. best pilot in Holland. 
Belgium, Luxembourg 
again. His most recent 
award came Iasi September 
when, he' came First in the 
four-minute freestyle event 
flying a German-made 
plane at the British Nation- 
al Aerobatics Champi- 
onship. 

He received a hero's wel- 
come when he returned 
home from his most recent 
triumph in Britain. 

QUESTION: What made 
you switch from a fighter 
pilot to an aerobatics pilot .* 
ANSWER: Tn be a fight- 
er pilot is really nice, ll is 
quite different than flying 
aerobatics. The best thing 
about it is the speed. You 
are flying at the speed of 
sound. It is a great feeling. 
But as a fighter pilot there is 
no competition. 1 was lucky 
to be assigned to join the 
Royal Jordanian Falcons 
winch is the national team 
of Jordan. It was estab- 
lished in 1967 upon the ini- 
tiative of His Majesty King 
Hussein in order to repre- 
sent Jordan internationally 
in flying and accuracy, also 
as a means of having better 
understanding with peoples 
in the world and to promote 
Jordan. 

Q: How big is your team? 
A: We are 10: five pilots 
and five maintenance staff. 
We have a very big hangar 
and we are highly 
equipped. We can handle 
anything. To a certain 
extent we are self-suffi- 
cient. 

The standards of Royal 
Falcons are very high. 
Since 1994 we have started 
doing solo competitions. 
Before that we used to do 
only air displays or air- 
shows, meaning no judges, 
no scores. 

Q: Can you tell more 
about the air shows and 
working in the team? 

A: We fly four airplanes 
as a formation. We fly very 
close to each other, maybe 


ofle-and-a-haJf metres 
apart. It ls very dangerous 
and lakes lots of training. 
We learn to trust each other 
because if one of us makes 
a mistake, it is fatal for all. 
We fly very dost to each 
other and we do many com- 
plicated and dangerous 
manoeuvres. 

Q: You must train fur long 
hours. 

A: Actually it depends, 
but in seven months’ time 
the team should be ready 
and flying all the manoeu- 
vres. We train for the for- 
mation shows about two 
hours a day. That’s two 
trips, two sorties a day. 

Q: And what is your fly- 
ing position? 

A: 1 fly in the position 
called “Lbc slot”, or number 
four. The leader is in the 
front. There are right and 
left wing and me in the slot. 
I am the only guy who secs 
the other three airplanes 
while they are unable to 
seem me. 

Q: How strong is the bond 
between team members? 

A: We are together most 
of the time. There is a kind 
of challenge game between 
the man who lies in the 
right wing and the man who 
flies in the left wing. If we 
want to reach perfection in 
some manoeuvres it takes a 
lot of practice and training 
to establish it Sometimes 
we do a manoeuvre and we 
find ourselves in the wrong 
position. For example, I 
used to fly in the left wing 
and we were doing a 360- 
degree change horizontally 
and I found myself in the 
right wing and the right 
wing found himself in the 
left wing. It was strange and 
at that time we could not 
figure our what happened. 
Bul it seems that while 
manoeuvring at the inverted 
position we switched posi- 
tions. It was funny because 
it was not very safe, but it 
just happened! 

Q: How much training 


does ii hike to win champi- 
onships? 

A: In preparation for a 
contest 1 often fly five limes 
a day. It takes a lot uf phys- 
ical effort. 

Q: Do you experience 
fear sometimes? 

A: There was a time when 
my level of experience was 
relatively low. You know 
you have the ability, hut it is 
a bit dangerous when you 
are trying to do the things 
you learned. You feel the 
rash of adrenaline. You do a 
manoeuvre while you are- 
on a high level and you try 
to recover at an intermedi- 
ate height and the airplane 


refuses to recover. You :irc 
still in the middle of this 
manoeuvre. Finally, you 
recover on very low alti- 
tude. This is scary because 
you hit the right commands, 
and you see no change in 
what’s happening: You are 
still inside. There is no 
response. Later on you find 
out that you made a small, 
silly mistake. This comes 
with experience. 

Now. I am extra cautious 
when 1 fly. Nowadays, there 
are no fears or anxiety. I ant 
simply enjoying what I am 
doing. I Feel that the plane 
is just like my leg or my 
hand. It is part of me. 


Q: What dues your plane 
represent for you? 

A: l always kiss my air- 
plane before flying. I kiss 
the wing just like I would 
kiss my baby. It is a great 
feeling. I don't know how 
to express it. When you fly 
an airplane and you win. 
you know that this airplane, 
this baby, can get you 
almost anything... I’ve sot 
lots of fans in Europe and it 
is all because of my baby. 

Q: People have a roman- 
tic idea of pilots and many 
movies showcase pilots. 
How close are they to the 
real thing? 


A: The movies show what 
wc are all about, but the 
need to entertain overshad- 
ows reality. In “Top Gun", 
for example, the way they 
did the close contact in the 
air — we call it a dogfight 
— is almost unbelievable. 
They used Iols of special 
effects. But the way they 
show pilots on the ground is 
true to life: after a mission, 
you take a shower, put on a 
T-shirt on and have a date 
with a gorgeous woman! 

Q: Who is your ideal 
pilot? Where arc you head- 
ing? 

A: 1 used to say. 1 want to 
be like this person, but now 


it’s different. I am very- 
close to the world aerobat- 
ics championship title, so I 
think that if ! work a little 
bit I'll win. ! was supposed 
to participate in August in 
the World Aerobatics 
Championship in Okla- 
homa City. Okla.. but at the 
laxt minute I had to cancel. 
It is a title that every pilot 
dreams of gelling. I am 
almost there. So my future- 
plans: world championship 
for Jordan. 

King Hussein i-* very keen 
on flying, and he always 
gives me the feeling that 
someone is supporting me 
and I should keep going on. 


New health scourge emerges 
from African rainforest 


By Matthew Bunce 

Reuter 

.ABIDJAN — A flesh-rot- 
ting germ lurking in the 
soil of Africa has been 
stirred up by destruction 
of the tropical forests and 
is attacking people as 
never before, doctors say. 

Buruli, a virulent 
African version of a 
flesh-eating bacterium 
that surfaced in western 
hospitals in the 1990s. 
strips away skin by 
destroying blood vessels 
with toxins to expose 
huge areas of gangrenous 
flesh. 

"Now that we are get- 
ting rid of leprosy, we 
have a new leprosy bug 
for the third millennium,’' 
says Ivory Coast’s World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) representative, 
Dr. Emmanuel Eben- 
Moussi. 

"It was probably 
already there but environ- 
mental disaster has 
woken it up.” he told 
Reuters after taking 
WHO Director Hiroshi 
Nakajima on a June fact- 
finding tour of clinics. 

The disease, a cousin of 
tuberculosis and leprosy, 
was named after Ugan- 
da's Buruli region in 
1 960 by British 
researchers. 

The only way to treat it 
is to excise the rotting 
parts surgically. 

Tell-tale swellings turn 
into ulcers, then gaping 
yellow-and-black sores 
ringed with dead flesh, 
oozing a painless but 
foul-smelling discharge. 
Victims often die from 
multiple infections, 
exhaustion and blood poi- 
soning. 

“Normally, it does not 
attack man. But man has 
modified the environ- 
ment,” says Dr, Bouzid 
Samir An or, an epidemi- 
ologist researching buruli 
& Ivory Coast’s touch of 
the Paris-based Pasteur 
Institute. “Now it is in an 


epidemic phase. In four 
years, the number of 
affected people doubled." 


The disease first sur- 
faced in humans in 1948 
in Australia, where koala 
bears have also been 
reported infected. 

The germ, known to sci- 
entists as mycobacterium 
ulcerans, has been identi- 
fied across Africa’s rain- 
forests from Uganda to 
Ivory Coast since 1950, 
when an American went 
down with the disease in 
the then Belgian Congo. 
Jt has also been found in 
Ghana and Benin, but 
research is patchy and 
uncoordinated. 

It lives in hot and humid 
rainforest soil but thrives- 
near dams, irrigation 
ditches and cleared forest. 
In some villages it has 
killed 13 per cent of vic- 
tims, doctors say. 

Total cases unknown 

The total number of 
cases is unknown but 
European and African 
researchers want buruli 
put on who's top category 
For tropical disease 
research funding, along- 
side malaria, slewing 
sickness, yellow fever 
and other African 
scourges. 

In Ivory Coast alone, 
where a world sympo- 
sium on Buruli is planned 
for February 1998, the 
bug has infected 6,000 
people — from just two 
when it began to emerge 
15 years ago following a 
spate of post-indepen- 


dence dam-building and 
logging. 

Donors say forest cover 


has been cut. often ille- 
gally, to 3.9 million 
hectares from 12 million 
before independence 
from France in I960. 
Ivory Coast is the world’s 
main cocoa grower. 

Buruli tends to attack 
women working fields 
around villages, along 
with their young children, 
who play in soil nearby. 

“For many, treatment 
after a certain stage 
means amputation ” says 
Professor Mireille Dos so, 
chief bacteriologist at 
Abidjan's Pasteur Insti- 
tute. “Skin becomes 
unstuck, you can even lift 
chunks off without peo- 
ple feeling it.” Traditional 
African cures, she says, 
only “make matters 
worse”. 

Villagers sometimes 
call buruli “rotten man- 
ioc” — after a staple food 
in Ivory Coast They 
often blame symptoms on 
sorcery, curses and black 
magic. 

Doctors believe people 
become infected when 
scratched by a sharp plant 
or through a scrape or cut 
on the skin. 

In 1995, there were 
4,000 recorded cases. 
Some Pasteur Institute 
researchers put the num- 
ber in 1997 at 6,000 or 
higher. 

Rural volunteers and 
Canadian and Italian nuns 
run basic centres similar 
to leper colonies pio- 
neered by the missionary 


Albert Schweitzer in 
Africa in the early 1900s. 
but are overwhelmed with 
cases as funds dry up. 

Some sufferers are sent 
to traditional leper 
colonies. 

“The lepers say they 
prefer leprosy when they 
see this" says Jean 
Marie-Kanga. chief der- 
matologist al Abidjan’s 
University Hospital. 

He said the antibiotic 
rifampicine used in lep- 
rosy treatment killed the 
bacteria in test tubes. 

“There is no treatment 
for humans even though it 
works in vitro,” he said at 
his laboratory, where 
U.S.-based centres for 
disease control 

researchers are lending a 
hand. 

Ivory Coast’s first 
known buruli victim 
caught it playing by a 
lake in 1978. She sur- 
vived after 16 months of 
surgery in her native 
France. 

African children are 
particularly vulnerable, 
making up three-quarters 
of cases. A third drop out 
of school — crippled ftir 
life and unable to work 
and help their families. 

Kouame Valerie. 16, 
comes from Zonkougb- 
neu. a village by a dam 
near Ivory Coast's inland 
capital Yamoussoukro. 

She was taken to hospi- 
tal three months ago. Her 
symptoms are bulbous 
swellings around the 
eyes. “My eyes were 
hurting,” she recalls. 
“There is a lot of water 
near and other people in 
my village have got it as 
well.” 

Professor Dosso, sur- 
rounded by researchers in 
protection suits colour- 
coded for each of seven 
laboratories trying to iso- 
late different parts of the 
bug, says a few people do 
get better spontaneously. 
For most, the disease just 
spreads. 


“Normally, it does not attack man. 
But man has modified the environ- 
ment Now it is in an epidemic 
phase . In four years, the number of 
affected people doubled ” 
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8 Economy 


Oil, gas projects The Securities 
steer Qatar Law of 1997 

T O Tl¥*OS¥lGri tv Following is a summary of how the stock market will be 

feVr »/ reorganised under the new Securities Law which was 

ratified by a Royal Decree and was published in the 
Official Gazette on May 15. On Sunday, the Cabinet 
appointed Central Bank Deputy Governor Michel 
Marto to head the Security Exchange Commission. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Qatar is marching firmly 
towards economic prosperi- 
ty as major oil and gas pro- 
jects heal its transitory eco- 
nomic hardships and tum it 
again into a capital 
exporter, experts say. 

Although oilfield devel- 
opment projects will hardly 
change its position as a 
minor crude supplier, they 
will fetch it more hard cur- 
rency as the tiny Gulf coun- 
try has proven inability to 
control its OPEC-decreed 
oil share. 

But plans to turn its mam- 
moth underground gas 
wealth into marketable liq- 
uid will be its real windfall 
as exports of liquefied nat- 
ural gas (LNG) will gener- 
ate even more cash than its 
entire oil sales, the expens 
say. 

Qatar, one of the tiniest 
countries, aims to become 
the top LNG producer in 
the world with an eventual 
production of nearly 20 
million tonnes per year. 

As all the output will be 
exported to Japan and other 
consumers, at least $5 bil- 
lion in extra income will 
find their way into its cof- 
fers every year. That is far 
more than the earnings gen- 
erated by crude exports. 

“ The economy is expect- 
ed to continue to perform 
well in the next few years,” 
said Mohammad Moabi, 
senior economist at tire 
Qatar National Bank. 

“By the tum of the centu- 
ry, most of the projects cur- 
rently under implementa- 
tion in gas, oil, petrochemi- 
cals, steel and other indus- 
tries should be fully opera- 
tional” he wrote in the 
London-based Arab Banker 
magazine. 

“As the majority of these 
projects are export-orient- 
ed, Qatar should again be a 
capital surplus nation by 
the year 2001," he predict- 
ed. 

Qatar’s economy has 
been jolted by low oil 
prices, growing debt and 
poor foreign capital inflows 
because of the absence of 
clear investment laws and 
restrictions on ownership 
by non- nationals. 

Economic woes, which 
followed a boom in the 
early 1980s. were cited by 
the present emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 
Thani, as a reason for over- 
throwing his father Sheikh 
Khalifa in a bloodless 
palace coup in 1995. 

Qatar's debt has swollen 
over the past few years as it 


Peanuts 


strived to finance a persis- 
tent budget deficit and meet 
growing development 

needs. 

The debt grew sharply in 
the last two years as the 
government was forced to 
borrow to fund multi-bil- 
lion-dollar LNG projects. 

According to the Bahrai- 
ni-based Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC), 

Qatar’s total debt soared to 
around $4.54 billion in 
1996 from $2.75 billion in 
1995. 

Its current account, a key 
indicator of healthy econo- 
my, continued to record a 
deficit, which stood at $366 
million in 1996. 

Although the economy 
surged by around eight per 
cent last year, this was 
mainly due to a sharp rise 
in oil prices, economists 
said. 

“These are momentary 
problems caused mainly by 
weak oil prices and lack of 
investment," said Ihsan Abu 
Huleika, a prominent Saudi 
economic expert. 

“But the economy will 
start picking up soon and it 
is forecast to boom in the 
next years. This is natural 
for a small country with 
such a huge gas wealth, an 
increase in foreign capital 
and a better investment cli- 
mate," he added. 

Qatar, with a population 
of only 600,000, is the third 
biggest gas reservoir in the 
world after Russia and Iran. 
Official and independent 
estimates put its reserves of 
natural gas, mostly in the 
giant North Field, at more 
than eight trillion cubic 
metres (266.6 trillion cubic 
feet). 

It has already started 
exporting LNG to Japan 
and supplies are set to pick 
up as the projects get into 
full swing. The Qatari gov- 
ernment' and its" foreign 
partners have already 
secured supply contracts 
for most of the production. 

Experts said LNG sales 
would not only widen 
Qatar's economy, but will 
also guard it against oil 
price fluctuations, redress 
its balance of payments and 
sharply boost its per capita 
income, already one of the 
highest in the world. 

“ You will see a general 
upswing without sharp 
fluctuations in tbe econo- 
my” an expert said. “As 
you know, LNG, unlike oil, 
is sold on a long-term basis 
and prices remain stable as 
per the agreement.” 


By Leila Irsheidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — This new law 
forms part of the package of 
new economic and legislative 
reforms aiming at establishing 
a sound and sophisticated cap- 
ital market in Joidao. 

Under the new securities 
law, four independent entities 
would be created: An inde- 
pendent Securities Exchange 
Commission t SEO, a private- 
ly-run bourse (Amman 
Bourse), a depository and 
transfer centre, and a society 
for accredited financial pro- 
fessionals. 

1. The Securities Commis- 
sion: 

The Commission is 
designed to provide the appro- 
priate environment to achieve 
sound dealing in securities, 
regulate and monitor both the 
securities and capital markets 
in Jordan. In addition, the 
Commission aims at protect- 
ing holders of securities, 
investors, and the public in 
general from fraud and deceit. 

Moreover, the Commission 
shall have a board comprising 
of five members, including the 
chairman and deputy chair- 
man. and enjoying administra- 
tive and financial autonomy. 
The board shall report to the 
prime minister. 

2. The Amman Bourse: 

The Amman Bourse is a pri- 
vate-run stock exchange and 
shall be the only agency 
authorised to operate as a for- 
mal market for trading securi- 
ties in Jordan. 

The Amman Bourse is a 
non-profit organisation, man- 
aged by a board of directors 
and an executive manager. Its 
membership shall consist of 
financial brokets licensed by 
the Commission to perform 
brokerage activities. 

3. The Securities Deposit 
Centre: 

Tbe Securities Deposit Cen- 
tre shall be established for the 
deposit and transfer of owner- 
ship of securities traded in the 
Amman Bourse. 

The centre shall also handle 
the settlement of the prices of 
traded securities among the 
brokers through entries 
records, and shall be the only 
agency authorised to carry out 
such activities in Jordan. 

Additionally, the centre is a 
non-profit organisation and 


shall be the safe keeper of 
ownership of securities listed 
in the Amman Bourse. It wili 
be managed by □ board of 
directors and an executive 
manager. 

4. Certified Financial Pro- 
fessionals Association: 

The Financial Professionals 
Association includes certified 
financial professionals 

licensed by the Commission 
to perform any of the follow- 
ing activities; 

a. Investment trusteeship. 

b. Investment management. 

c. Financial consultations. 

d. Financial brokerage. 

e. Depository services. 

f. Management of primary 
issues. 

The certified financial pro- 
fessionals can only perform 
the above mentioned activities 
through financial services 
companies licensed by the 
Commission to perform such 
activities. 

Moreover, they must abide 
by the "Code and Standard* of 
Professional Conduct" that 
will be issued for this purpose 
and which is set to emphasise 
that these financial profession- 
als should work with honestly 
and devotedly in the interest 
of their clients and in a man- 
ner that will maximise the 
clients interests and help them 
achieving their investment 
objectives without any kind of 
discrimination or preferential 
treatment and without charg- 
ing them exaggerated com- 
missions and fees. 

Tbe Code also requests that 
the certified financial profes- 
sional should refrain 
from guaranteeing or 
promising their clients speci- 
fied profits, and should not 
indulge in any act of fraud or 
deceit against their clients. 

Tbe new Securities Law 
taps other significant issues 
related to the securities indus- 
try such as the investment 
funds and investment compa- 
nies. disclosure, and viola- 
tions and penalties. from guar- 
anteeing or promising their 
clients specified profits, and 
should not indulge in any act 
of fraud or deceit against their 
clients. 

The new Securities Law 
laps other significant issues 
related to the securities indus- 
try such as the investment 
funds and investment compa- 
nies. disclosure, and viola- 
tions and penalties. 


I M WRITING TO CHUCK TO 
TELL HIM HOW MUCH WE 
M1S5 HIM, AND HOW U)E THINK 
OF HIM NIGHT AND DAY... 


I M GOING TO FOOL HIM., I*M 
USING PINK STATIONERY 50 HFLL o 
THINK IT'S A LOVE LETTER .. f 


f IT 15 
A LOVE 
LETTER 


m 


Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 

PST, MUTT.l \ 
DON'T LOOK NOW, 
BUT A GUY \> 
JUST WALKED f 
OUT WITH / 
YOUR COAT J 


HEY, JUST A SECOND it/ WHAT SIZE 


■you took my 
; CQAt/m 


shoes you 

WEARER 


m 


*■ vT* M 


' I WONDER 
WHERE MUTT 
IS? HES GOT, 
THE MONEY | 
TO RV/ THE 
S CHECK/ } 
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e Business of Information 


ffajor Currencies & Cross Rates 
fa f vtfs cstf ■ 1 >e» 


Prices as at 2SAJ7/97 18:16 


US Dollar 
. DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


A JStftency - USD 
US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 14124 
Saudi Riyal 02666 
Bahrain Dinar 2.65 
Qatar Dinar 02747 
Kuwait Dinar 52666 
pm i rates Dinar 02723 i 
Lebanese/1000 025 i 
Egyptian 0.2950 j 

Energy 

>Q»fs /Last review 
Brent 1922 19.11 

W-Texa 19.50 19.64 

Bonny 1922 19.11 

Dubai 17275 17.13 

UL Gas 196.00 196.00 

Metal Prices 


14451 

0.6124 

cwrr 

1 41185 

117J9 

1J864 

1794.00 

20784 

- 

03317 

0J225 

63.76 

0.7514 

97241 

1.1261 

3.0146 

- 

24797 

19202 

22640 

2930 SO 

33951 

121.44 

0.4030 

. 

7743 

0.9129 

118142 

138310 

1^675 

0.52D2 

1.2905 

- 

1.1785 

1545 

17649 

1J279 

04348 

1J0950 

1.18 

- 

1290.72 

14958 

.1.0282 

0J411 

0JK4G 

1528.12 

0.7722 

- 

1138 

88.72 

0^945 

73.06 

5835 

0.6671 

863.12 

- 

0^965 

0.0984 

244142 

1849 

02229 

3341 

33.4100 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


0.1688 

1.8780 92477 


SAH 

OAT 

Kt m. 



0J770 

34397 

04043 

34729 

1539.00 

0^325 

5.1408 

04298 

5.1877 

2173.73 

0.1005 

047 

0.0811 

048 

41047 


S.65 

0.8071 

9J4 

408243 

131304 

. 

0.0836 

141 

42244 

12390 

11.96 

- 

12.07 

505841 

0.1026 

04910 

0.0828 

- 

419.01 

02450 

24650 

0.1977 

24865 

- 

0.1112 

14738 

0.0838 

14836 

46445 


Gold (oz's) 

3274 

327.7 



Silver (oz's) 

447 

449 


USD 

Platinum (oz's) 

430 

433 


GBP 

AL (3 Months} 

1688 

1692 

• 

JPY 

CU (3 Months) 

2366 

2370 


DEM 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1671 

1674 


FRF 

Lead {3 Months 

647 

648 


CHF 

N! (3 Months) 

7350 

7355 


ITL 


Mid-East Currencies 

Currency USD [ DEM 'GBP. l 
SA Riyal 02666 0.4920 0.16329 0.40496 312686 

AE Dirham 02723 050234 0.16673 04135 32.0287 

KW Dinar 32866 6.05694 2 00965 4.98504 386.1 
BH Dinar 02770 449*76 142443 422901 312212 

CY Pound 1.8444 34013 1.1288 2.8003 216495 

Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 

Monfiti 


046 048 0.68 0 45 

3.12 3.19 325 34# 


Main Equity Indices 

> > l « Vv-/ Shd&t ■ : '?i XTatuer r.yTc 
NewYork DOW JONES 8117.39 
Newyork S&P 500 939.18 I 

London FT-SE100 4864.1 

Tokyo NIKKJE 225 2057526 II 

Paris CAC 40 30222 

Frankfurt DAX 4371.16 5 


3.95 

0.05 

815246 

.-.awfc; 

810843 

8113^44 

049 

0.04 

94297 

938.68 

93849 

126 

046 

48684 


48514 

185.72 

041 

20600.7 

204204 

203894 

-3.74 

-0.12 

304444 

3017.91 

302544 

5342 

144 

437948 

435345 

431744 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

tjast '• • 
18943 

Pefivwy;' 

Spot 

Cocoa (Sfton) 

1529 - 

■ Spot nv. 

Sugar ($/ton) 

3424 

Spot 

Wheat (Won) 

• i43 - 1 

Spot r 

Soya (c/lbs) 

2142 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

137 

Spot 

Barley (5/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice ($Aon) 

480 

Spot 


* JOD Cross Rates 


US Dollar 
GB Startling . 
DEMark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
ITUra 

Source: Sentri 




0.700 

0.710 

1.1752 

.14811 

04837 

04856 

0465 

04673 

0.1139 

0.1145 

04039 

04069 

04406 

04423 

04942 

04962 

f Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Pioneer wagons 
11 Arise 

15 Set free 

16 Den fare 

17 Set boundaries 

18 Moslem priest 

19 Mature 

20 Where Ada and 
Enid are: abbr. 

21 Expert 

23 Interweaves 

25 Long scarf 

26 — Faithful 

27 Kids 

30 What paint 
comes in? 

33 Valiant 

34 a mas, amat 

35 Siyle magazine 

36 Get ready, as a 
pump 

37 Air pref. 

38 Zero 

39 Set up, as a 
patsy 

40 Gather 

fl — for comfort 

43 Preserves 

44 “ — in a name?" 

45 Celestial beings 

49 City on the Red 
River 

50 " — be in 
England 
(Browning) 

51 Decay 

52 Ms. Anderson 

53 Bird's homing 
site 

56 Circle parts 

57 Subjected to 
surgery 

58 Judge 

59 Amnesia 

DOWN 

1 Chest wood 

2 Last of a series 

3 Appointed 

4 Queen of Spain 

5 Dead Sea — 

6 — off (riled) 

7 October gems 

8 Nurse shark 

9 Consumed 
10 Sleep aid 
n Protect 



by Ah/in Becker 


12 Pleasant, as 
climate 

13 QED word 

14 Family member 
22 Charity 

24 Show excessive 
love 

25 For— I 

27 Felony 

28 Rim's 
Thompson 

29 Lunchtime 

30 Copper 

31 Gallimaufry 

32 Kid’s payoff? 

33 Nerve 

36 Code of 

1 behavior 

37 — mater 

39 Old Glory 

40 Choke with a 
rope: var, 

42 Baptismal oil 

43 Ship's debris 

45 Garment 

46 Madrid museum 

47 Distinction 


Tuesday's Puzzle solved: 




□□□□ DHRnRRRH 

□□□□CU9DE3Q □□□□□ 


□DDGQ 

QO 000 
□□QQQ BQQCJa ESQQ 
□□□□□□a EJHQQh 

□□□□ 
DDaaQQ 
DQB0Q HOQ HQE3Q0 
BOQQDQ 
naan QgBQa 
^□aHQlI OESHEJCIEiB 
ggg naaos 00000 


0 199? 7rtf>une Media Serwcfcf., Inc 
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48 Hard as flint 

49 Front part 

50 Undoses, to 
Byron 


52 Kid 

54 Gl address 

55 Deep sleep 
letters 


HOROSCOPE V 

forecastfor 

tue SDAY, JULY 
20,1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson 

Astrologer, Carmll 

Righter Foundation 




Inves 


ARIES:' (March 21 to 
Apii! 19) If you have 
been thinking about tak 
mg a trip today, make 
arrangements a! this time. 
You should not let 'anyone 

ruffle your feathers with a 
careless remark, so con- 
sider alternate methods of 
operation. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you have a 
good idea today which 
you think could improve 
the relationship between 
you and your mate, you 
should not hesitate to try 
ir. Later this evening vviU 
be good for. meeting with 
close friends for some 
fun. 

GEIVONI: (May” 21- to 
June 21) Listen to the 
suggestions of a fellow 
associate today, and stop s 
ignoring what could- bejt 
.. some good ideas. Get to! f. 
bed eariy this evening ^ p 
rest up for the days aheajjl 
will be quite hectic if nof r 
prepare d. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 
22 to July 21) You should 
not postpone keeping any 
promises you have ma<fr 
today, since it is ideal for 
doing so. Don’t disagree 
with a fellow associate or 
there could be words said 
which will be regretted 
and may cost your suc- 
cess. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You will have some 
unexpected free time 
today, so get into that new 
activity you’ve been 

wanting to try. This 
evening should be memo- 
rable so spend it with 
your mate and go to some 
place really romantic, 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make 
some changes at home 
which today will bring 
more harmony and happi- 
. ness there. This-is.a good ■ 
time lateF this evening for ■ 
any social activities . ■ 
which your close friends' 
and loved ones will enjoy. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Contact 
friends you haven’t seen 
for some time today, and 
renew those valuable 
relationships. Pay special 
attention to details in 
business and make sure 
you follow every step, 
thereby you won’t make 
any serious errors in 
judgement 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Sit 
down today and make 
you know your financial 
situation for the days 
ahead. If you are at all 
confused, seek out the 
advice of an expert later 
this evening in these mat- 
ters and study all the nec- 
essary information. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

You should stop being a 
spectator in life today, 
and live up to your poten- 
tial, which will be noticed 
by bigwigs. Your close 
friends can give you good 
idea on how to achieve 
your personal goals. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Your mate can help you to 
solve a diffi cult personal 
predicament, so don't be i 

afraid to confide in this ■, 

person. Be sure to drive 
while on the highway 
with great care, thereby 
avoid any difficult situa- > 

tions. ' 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Going V 

out and socialising a bit !j 

later this evening with ■* 

close friends can relieve ' 

you on the tension you s 

have been under. Have jjj 

more confidence in your v 

talents and abilities and 
thereby you will gain 5* 

recognition and success- N 

PISCES: (February 20 to J 

March 20) Get an early N 

start today, and take rare 'J 

of important credit and y 

career matters. Use your jn 

imagination more often, fo 

and profit considerably J 

from the ideas which you ^ 

have developed and these fo 

ideas will bring you great $ 

success. J 

Birthstone of July-’ i 

Pearl — Roby — 
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Investors launch $ 60 m firm to build 
houses, projects in Arab East Jerusalem 


Saudi billionaire prince 
invests in Palestinian firm 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special jojhe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Palestinian, Jor- 
danian and Arab businessmen 
Monday launched a $60 mil- 
lion investment firm that 
would spearhead the construc- 
tion of houses and tourist pro- 
jects ifl the occupied Arab 
East Jerusalem to counter 
Jewish settlement plans in the 
Holy City. 

Abdul Majeed Shoman. 
chairman of the founding 
committee, told reporters 
before the Inauguration cere- 
mony that the objectives of 
the Jerusalem Development 
and Investment Company 
(JEDICO). which includes 


240 shareholders, are the 
acquisition. development, 
management and sale of real 
estate properties within the 
geographical limits of East 
Jerusalem. 

“This company was 
formed... to slop the Judaisa- 
tkw of Jerusalem and is a 
steadfast in the face of the 
(settlement) campaign against 
the Holy City " Mr. Shoman, 
chairman of board of directors 
of the Amb Bank, said in his 
addressing speech to the par- 
ticipants. 

He added dim among the 
projects that the new firm will 
undergo is "ratnovatc some 
old houses and buildings in 
Jerusalem that would serve 




rei'tea • of- /teas from i/je jflrobic press 


Too many merchants 9 high customs 
and sales tax seen main factors 
for recession in local market 

** "THE MARKET is witnessing a recession that has not 
been seen for over 45 years, which are the dumber of years 
I have spent in business.” Anwar Jabasini, president of the 
association of jewellers says. He points out that the politi- 
cal instability in the region has caused a state of insecurity 
among the people who show great caution on their money 
more than any time before. Mr. Jabasini sees economic 
instability and scarcity of financial resources with the peo- 
ple as other reasons which have caused this recession. 

Noting that international recession has somehow or 
another affected the local market, Mr. Jabasini said the sit- 
uation has negatively affected all merchants without excep- 
tion. “Most merchants have financial obligations to meet 
towards the h anks and some are suffering from illiquidity 
and bankruptcy (bat forced them to close their businesses 
and shops" he added. 

Mr. Jabasini highlighted the large number of traders and 
businessmen in various professions as the most important 
factors for the recession. “Amman currently needs about 
100 jefreUerS'but Acre .are- actually some-500 in the mar- 
ket. The same situation applies to other vocations and busi- 
nesses - ' bd emphasised. Heurged the . government to find 
suitable solutions to come out of this situation such as set- 
ting up investment projects because no single trader or 
economist can present solutions to escape this situation.” 

Ziyad Juntas, an employee, blamed higher prices, low 
income and high key money for the two-year-old local 
recession. He stressed the need to encourage investment 
especially as most traders depend on expatriates or Israeli 
Arabs. Mr. Jumaa called for lowering customs and sales tax 
on goods noting that imported products are not expensive 
in the countries of origin. “High customs and estimations, 
which are moody and not subject to specific bases, are the 
reason behind the high prices of products " he said. 

Another trader requesting anonymity said; “The econom- 
ic situation fell back with the retreat in the peace process." 
He mentioned the “closure of borders between Jordan and 
Iraq" high customs, the sales tax, the high cost of living, 
the decline in the number of visitors especially from the 
West Bank as factors that caused the recession. The trader 
viewed lowering customs as the first priority for a recovery 
but noted that encouraging local and foreign investment 
could also help (A1 Ra’i). 



“We’d like two ice teas with our pizza. 
One tea with a twist of lemon and 
one with a twist of Deooeroni." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hsnrt Arnold and Mk» Argkton 



Unscramble (hose tour Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onflnary words. 


DICHE 


NIRPT 


SAHVNI 



RUINJY 


, WHERE THE 
CONFLICTING 
INSTRUCTIONS 
LEFT THE PILOT 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hore: [ I J IN L 

(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: JOKER GflIME ACHING FOIBLE 
restwda Y s [ Answer; What a modern homemaker car get stuck 
In- THE IRON AGE 


and support the steadfastness 
of the citizens there" 

“This meeting coincides 
with u new aggression against 

this Arab and Muslim city 
where a permission was 
extended this week to an 
American Zionist to construct 
70 housing units in Ras A! 
Am oud in Jerusalem." Mr. 
Shoman continued. 

Mr. Shoman was referring 
to a proposed plan by ihe 
American billionaire Irving 
Moskowitz who received an 
approval from the municipali- 
ty of Jerusalem u» construct a 
Jewish settlement in the occu- 
pied city. The plan drew a 
wide ranging criticism. 

Mr. Shoman said that he will 


tour Arab Gulf states to invite 
the business community there 
to panicipaie in the new firm 
in a bid tu raise the capital to 
SI billion. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority iPNAi minister in 
charge of Jerusalem file. 
Faisal Husseini. said the 
Israeli government had no 
“legal right to block the pro- 
jects of the new firm in 
Jerusalem." 

He told reporters that JEDI- 
CO can supply .Arab residents 
in Jerusalem noi only with 
housing and tourist projects 
but also with other services 
“such as educational, health 
and commercial projects." 

"1 hope that the capital uf 


this firm would be increased 
and practical measures be 
implemented on the ground 
soon," said Mr. Husseini, who 
attended the meeting which 
was held at the .Amman 
Chamber of Industry 

The company, which is reg- 
istered in the Virgin Islands, 
aims at establishing commer- 
cial buildings, retail shops, 
hotels, restaurants, service 
buildings, cultural and recre- 
ation centres in East 
Jerusalem. 

The founding investors of 
JEDICO include leading indi- 
viduals from the region as 
well as banking, consulting, 
financial, investment and 
insurance companies in Jor- 


dan and Palestine. 

According to the articles of 

the association, the first share- 
holders' general assembly will 
elect a board of directors com- 
prised of 12 members, who 
will serve for a term of three 
years. 

.Among the firm's share- 
holders is the Saudi billionaire 
Prince Ai Waleed Ben Talal 
and the Palestinian multimil- 
lionaire Maneeb Masri. 

The authorised capital of the 
company is Si 00 million 
spread over ten million shares 
with a par value of 510 per 
share. The paid-up capital is at 

present $60 million. 
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MOUTHS COMPANY'S NAME 


390.000 314.500 ARAB SANK 

2.340 1.680 JOB. RATIONAL BE. 

1.210 .880 MID. EAST INV.BK. 

5.200 4.400 THE HOUSING BK. 

4.180 2.440 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

1.050 .760 JOR. GULP BANK 

4.050 3.480 JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

3.800 3.000 JOB. ZMV.PTK. BANK 

1.440 .850 PH2LA0BL.INV.BX. 


DIV. BO. 

OP 

TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADES PRICK 
JO 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICK 


BAKE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 212.86 



404 304BS0 
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AMMAN (Rl — Saudi bil- 
lionaire Prince Al Waited 
Ben Talal hits invested $10 
million in the flagship Pales- 
tinian PADICO firm, the first 
foray by a prominent Saudi 
investor in the nascent Pales- 
tinian market, the company 
said Monday. 

PADICO said Prince 
Waleed agreed to join as a 
shareholder iu the Liberian 
registered S200 million capi- 
tal Palestine Development 
and Investment Company 
t PADICO} which aims to set 
up projects worth SI billion 
in Gaza and the West Bank 
by 2000. 

Officials in the Amman- 
based regional office of the 
investment holding company 
told Reuters the prince’s 
investment heralded the start 
of wider investments in pro- 
jects undertaken by PAD1- 
CO's subsidiaries in the 
Palestinian market. 

"‘The prince’s stake will not 
be limited to this sum and he 
has expressed his wish and 
initial commitment to invest 
directly in the other projects 
of the company.” the official 
said. 

PADICO. the largest firm 
operating in Palestinian self- 
rule areas, is spearheading 
multi -million dollar private 
investments spanning 

telecom muni cations to real 
estate, industrial parks and 
tourism and also manages 
the Palestinian Slock 
Exchange. 

The prince will initially 
examine PADICO's real 
estate and tourism projects, 
where the S25 million capital 
Palestine Tourism Invest- 
ment Company is already 


proceeding with a $40 mil- 
lion five-siur hotel and com- 
mercial complex in Bethle- 
hem. It also plans tourist ven- 
tures in Arab East Jcrus; Jem. 

The Palestine real estate 
company is proceeding with 
the largest housing projects 
yet in Gaza. 

Thc mega- investor Saudi 
prince w ho has established a 
reputation as a shrewd global 
investor has an investment 
empire which embraces 
banking. property and 
famous leisure businesses 
including landmark luxury 
hotels, tourism and entertain- 
ment. 

His foray into Palestinian 
investment follows aggres- 
sive purchases elsewhere in 
the Middle East including 
banking and tourism sectors 
in Jordan. Egypt and 
Lebanon. 

Businessmen say it is also 
the first by such a high pro- 
file Arab investor since Mid- 
dle East peace accords, 
which should encourage 
other wealthy Arab Gulf 
investors to put money into 
viable investment projects in 
the nascent Palestinian econ- 
omy. 

A climate of uncertainty 
about Middle East peace has 
made many Palestinian and 
.Arab investors hesitant to 
embark on any substantial 
ventures in the territories. 

“It's a very important vote 
of confidence in the Palestin- 
ian economy and the peace 
process. It’s not just symbol- 
ic and it opens the door for 
further Arab and foreign 
investment.’' said a Jordanian 
with substantial investment 
in the West Bank. 


British Bank Launches its 
Guaranteed Capital 
Investment Bond 

BritishBank announced today the launch of its Guaranteed 
Capital Investment Bond (GCIBk The Bond offers investors 
the opportunity to share in the growth of the European and 
Asian stock markets while, at the same time delivering a high 
degree oTsefurity over the original amount invested.’ 

John Pascoe, CEO. said, "GCB offers a choice between 
“European Growth" and "Asian Growth." The European 
Growth option carries a full 100% capital guarantee 
reassuring investors that whatever amount is invested, they . 
will receive the full amount invested back at the end of | 
investment period, whatever the performance of the stock 
market. In addition to the capital guarantee, the European 
Growth option links investment to the performance of a ! 
"basket" of European slock markets comprising equal 
weightings of the French. German and Swiss stock markets 
with 100% of the growth of the basket Index added to the 
100‘S' capital guarantee. 

Alternatively, investors can choose the Asian Growth 
option which carries a 95% capital guarantee and links 
investment to a "basket" of Asian stock markets comprising 
eyual weighting of the Hong Kong and Singapore stock 
markets. Investors will receive 75% of the growth of the 
basket Index added to the 95% capital guarantee." 

Investments will be for a three year fixed term (38 months) 
and the minimum investment is USS 5,000 for each option. 
BritishBank is the largest and most widely represented 
international bank in the Middle East with 30 branches 
throughout the UAE. Oman, Bahrain, Jordan and Lebanon, an 
offshore banking unit in Bahrain a d a representative office in 
Palestine. The extensive regional coverage is enhanced by its 
associates Saudi British Bank and the Egyptian British Bank. 
In addition to its Middle Eastern network the bank has 
branches in Mumbai, Trivandrum and Baku. Azerbaijan. It 
also has Private Banking operations in London and Geneva. 
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Ullrich’s triumph presages 
new era in Tour de France 


BONN (R) — Thousands of 
jubilant, flag-waving 

Germans packed Bonn's 
main square on Monday to 
acclaim Tour de France king 
jAn Ullrich. 

The first German ever to 
win the world’s greatest 
cycle race seemed taken by 
surprise at the hero's wel- 
come he received a day after 
his triumph on the Champs- 
Eiysees. 

**I didn't expect there 
would be so many people,” 
said Ullrich. “It's very touch- 
ing." 

Hardly had one door 
closed on Miguel Indurain's 
brilliant Tour de France 
career than another opened 
on his successor Ullrich. 

“We have witnessed the 
birth of a champion,” said 
Tour director Jean-Marie Le 
Blanc as Ullrich won the 
French classic Sunday. 

Ullrich could, though, go 
the way of another preco- 
cious Tour winner, Italian 
Felice Gimondi, who was 
only 22 when he triumphed 
for the first in 1 965. Gimondi 
never won the race again. . 

But the 23-year-old 
German promises to be an 
enduring champion and 



Germany’s 23-year-old Tour de France winner Jan Ullrich (R) and green jersey hold- 
er Eric Zabel CL) of Germany exchange a high -five during the reception for Team 
Telekom in Bonn. Last year's Tour de France winner Bjame Riis (O from Denmark 
was also present (Reuters photo) 


looks set to emulate 
Frenchmen Jacques Anquedl 
and Bernard Hinault with a 
long reign. 

Anquetii and Hinault were 
also 23 when they won the 
first of their five titles. 



Tour de France winner Jan Ullrich of Germany 
parades on the Champs Elysees with a German flag. It 
is the first time a German has won the classic Tour de 
France race (Reuters photo) 


Laurent Fignon was die 
same age when he won his 
first of two. 

Ullrich is four years 
younger than his idol 
Indurain was when the 
Spaniard won the first of five 
consecutive titles. 

Indurain predicted 

Ullrich’s victory when the 
German crushed all opposi- 
tion in a time, trial at the end 
of the 1 996 tour lo finish sec- 
ond overall. 

He must have seen some- 
thing of himself in the east 
German-bora youngster — 
perhaps the result of similar- 
ities in their upbringing amid 
austere surroundings and 
strong values. 

Ullrich appeared to have 
killed off all competition in 
the Tour halfway through 
when he followed his 
remarkable stage victory in 
Andorra with a devastating 
time trial in Sl Etienne to 
open up a lead of more than 
six minutes. 

The signs appeared in the 
first Pyrenean stage when 
Ullrich looked to have the 
reserves to go out in front but 
stayed back out of loyalty to 
his team leader Bjame Riis, 
the 1996 champion. 

Ullrich astonished all 
onlookers with his strength 
in the saddle, never rising on 
to his pedals as he powered 
his way up die climbs in the 
manner of Indurain. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO., LTD. 
ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDERS 

JPMC ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDERS NOS: 


S.N. 

TENDER NO. 

Subject 

1- 

34 F/97 

Supply of: 

1- C. Steel Plates, 
Angles, Bars and 
Beams 

2- S. Steel Rates 
and Bars 

2- 

.35 F/97 

Supply of: 

Welding Electrodes 


Non-Refundable 
fee for 
Each Set 


Closing Dale 
12:00 HRS 
Local Time 

MONDAY 

25/8/97 


MONDAY 

25/8/97 


The tenders 1 documents are available at JPMC offices in Amman, i 
Supply Department: until 2: 00 p.m.’ local time Saturday 16th! 
August, 1 997. Application for documents should be accompanied ! 
by the a/m non-refundable fee for each set of any tender 
document. 

The closing date for submission of bids is 12:00 hrs local time for 
each tender at the a/m dates. 

SAMEH MADANi 

; MANAGING DIRECTOR 


But fighting performances 
in the mountains from 
Frenchman Richard 

Virenque, backed by his 
Festina team, and climber 
supreme Marco Pantani of 
Italy, who had bravely over- 
come a terrible leg injury, 
kept the pot boiling almost to 
the finish. 

Le Blanc pointed to the 
emergence of a foil for 
Ullrich in Virenque, proba- 
bly sadly destined to be for 
the German what Italy's 
Claudio Chiappucri was to 
Indurain. 

“We have seen someone 
(Virenque) capable of reply- 
ing to (Ullrich) and must 
thank the presence of Marco 
Pantani," Le Blanc said. 

Virenque hopes, however, 
to writer different script fa- 
future tours. 

He believes he is still 
young enough at 27 to aspire 
to a victory and that he 
played a major pan in mak- 
ing the 1 997 Tour the second 
fastest ever. 

“Richard knows he'll win 
the Tour. He doesn’t know 
when but he knows he'll suc- 
ceed one day,” Festina team 
manager Bruno Roussel 
said. 

Virenque finished second, 
one step better than last year 
and the highest placing for a 
frenchman since Hinault’s 
last victory in 1985. 

For Ullrich, w innin g was 
the fulfilment of a dream 
cherished since he first 
watched the tour on televi- 
sion as a teenager at the East 
German national sports 
school in Berlin — in secret 
as television was strictly 
prohibited for the boarders. 


Courier 

wins 

Infiniti 

final 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Sixth-seeded Jim Courier 
got what he likes even more 
than die World No. 1 rank- 
ing when he hammered sec- 
ond-seeded Thomas Enqvist 
6-4 6-4 Sunday to win the 
$303,000 Infiniti Open. 

The 26-year-old 

American, currently ranked 
29th in the world, held the 
top spot for 58 weeks in 
1992-93. 

“Jt never really did matter 
to me,” he said. “Winning 
tournaments has always 
been more tangible to me. 

“You can’t touch number 
one. It's like transcendental. 
It's there but you can’t grasp 
it like you can when you last, 
point of a tournament and 
the trophy is yours. Then 
you can feel it. Those are 
the moments that make all 
the sacrifices worth it.” 

Courier never dropped a 
set during the week and 
looked razor-sharp dispos- 
ing of South Africa’s Grant 
Stafford, Indian Mahesh 
Bbupathi, two-time champi- 
on and fourth seed Richard 
Krajicek of the United 
States and top seed Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia before 
winning the $43,000 cham- 
pion’s purse. 

“Three good ones in a row 
— Richard, Goran and 
today against Thomas,” be 
said. ‘They’re the ones you 
have to play well against, 
otherwise they're going to 
blow you right off the court. 

I was ready for them.” 

Courier won his 21st 
career title but only his sec- 
ond of die year after captur- 
ing Doha in January. 

“I feel very solid about the 
way I played this week,” 
said Courier. “It’s a question 
of consistency. One week 
doesn’t make it. I have to 
follow through with things 
I’ve been doing this week to 
continue to give myself 
good results and keep on 
climbing.” 

Courier's sizzling ground 
game was too much for the 
eighth-ranked Swede, who 
was denied his 1 2th career 
title following a two-month 
layoff with tom tendons in 
his left fooL 

“It was hit or be hit 
against him,” said Courier, 
who improved to 5-1 life- 
time over the Swede. “If 
you don’t hit, you know 
you’re going to be on the 
run. I tried to take the 
offence as much as I could. > 
I didn't do it all the time but I 
I was pretty successful .” j 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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PLAY THE ODDS 
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AKQJ63 *10849 
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OAKS 
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After the opening lead of the Wing 
of spades. Iww would you play four 
hear!* At duphcaLe' 1 Would you 
adopt the panic line at rubber 
bridge? 

There is little to the auction. 
Osce partner can make a sound of 
any son. Sooth will insist on game. 

West leads the lung of spades. At 
a pair contest, where overmens 


count, correct technique is to bold 
up the ace of spades for one round, 
and win the continuation. When a 
heart to the king reveals the bad 

break, there is only one chance — 
West must hold a doubleton dia- 
mond and the on of dubs. Cash the 
ace-king of diamonds, then exit 
with a dob. If East has to return a 
black card, your diamond loser van- 
ishes on a high dub ud you will be 
on the board to finesse East tor the 
quean of hearts. As the cards lie. 
taau£h, ymi must go down a trick. 

Wrtild you play the same way at 
rubber bridge.' Only if you have no 
regard tor your wallet. If you are 
prepared to give up an overtriek. 
you cun guarantee the contract an 
virtually any distribution of the 
cards. 

Win the second spade and lead a 
trump, inserting the jock. When the 
finose wins, nil ia wHL But even if 
it loses, the contract is safe. Sup- 
pose West has the queen and shifts 
to a diamond. Win in hand, draw 
the outstanding trump and lead a 
club to the queen. The defenders 
can take the ace and play another 
diamond, but you can overtake the 
four of tramps with the five and 
dis c ard the diamond laser on the 
king of dabs. 


Jones emerges as most 
exciting talent since Lewis 


LONDON (R) — Under 
pelting rain in Lausanne 
this month, Marion Jones 
temporarily mislaid her 
technique and' lost a 100 
metres race to Olympic 
champion Gail Devers. 

Two days later in Oslo, 
with tiie sun shining for the 
first time cm this year's 
European Grand Prix cir- 
cuit, Jones decisively 
reversed the result 

During the intervening 
evening, at the traditional 
strawberry party on the eve 
of Oslo’s Bislett Games 
meeting, the new American 
champion admitted she had 
made technical mistakes in 
Lausanne. 

“I learned a lot last night,” 
she said. “1 went back to the 
drawing board. Right after 
the race I knew I hadn’t 
done what I should have 
done. Everybody has a race 
like that” 

Jones, a 21-year-old 
native of North Carolina, is 
the most exciting sprinter- 
long jumper to emerge from 
the United States since Carl 
Lewis a generation ago and, 
as she showed in Norway, is 
evidently a quick learner. 

Now she feces her biggest 
test since opting to switch 
from basketball to track and 
field when she steps on to 
the track at the Sixth World 
Championships starting in 
Athens next weekend. 

"I am very confident,” she 
said. “Hie most important 
thing is io stay healthy, my 
programme is to peak at the 
World Championships.” 

Jones will come up 


against fellow American 
Gwen . Torraice, granted a 
wild card as a defending 
champion, ’ifod 37 -year-old 
Jamaican Merlene Ottey in 
a field; which has depth, 
quality and vintage. 

After 17. years at the top-, 
level, Ottey is still naming, 
still winning and still not r 
without hope of a first gold 
medal in foe v ) 00 metres. 

“Both sprints are open 
thisyear,” she said. “I fed: 
tear my best chance is in the 
100 metres. 

“Minion Jones is definite- 
ly a great talent but her start 
is not greaL If I can get 
away from her then I 
believe I am strong enough 
to hold my lead at the end.” 

In turn, Ottey will defend : 
her ' ,260, ' tide against- 
Olympic champion Marie- : 
Jose Perec who, happily for 
the organisers, has, along 
with .world -and Olympic 
lO.OOCf metres champion 
Haile Gebrselassie, had a 
late change erf inind and 
decided to compete in 
Athens. 

Perec, defeated in succes- 
sive meetings in Paris and 
Lausanne, anived in Athens 
last week and announced: 
“Now I am excited again. I 
am happy to run tiie 200 
metres and would also be 
willing to do the 4x 100.” 

The searing August heat 
plus the promise of a fast 
track will focus attention, on 
the sprint events with foe 
real possibility of a wodd 
record in the men’s. 100 
metres next Sunday 
evening. 
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SUBARU LEGACY 
(STATION WAGON) 

Powerful 2 JZ engine, grey metallic, automatic, air 
conditioner, best offer takes it 
Contact: 642169 or 642183 - Mr. Nasctmento 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, bathroom, dining room, 
salon, kitchen, telephone, centra) heating, new 
woodwork carpeting. Annual rent Location: Near 
Philadelphia Hotel. 

Please call TeL 664636 


Building area is 425 sq.m., land area ls 
1 ,037 sq.m., residential category A. The 
villa consists of 5 bedrooms (3 of which 
'are masters), 5 bathrooms, dining room, 3 
salons, kitchen, groundwater, garage, 
central heating, a- planted garden with 
trees and a fountain. Scenic view: 
Location: Near Marj AI Hamam CfrcJe, 
Hay'AI Irsal. 

For information, please call 
Tel. 4390560 


Donovan Bailey, tb e 
defending champion who 
set the current world record 
of 9 84. seconds in last 
year’s Atlanta Olympic 
final, is the man the others 
will shoot for. 

. The Canadian defeated 
double Olympic champion 
Michael Johnscm in the 
unsatisfactory 150 metres 
showdown oil June' l after 
,the Texan pulled up injured 
and has been in good form 
cm the Grand Prix circuit. 

Thra .there is Trinidad’s 
Ato Boldon, fastest man 
over both the 100 and 200 
metres this year, and 
Olympic bronze medallist 
over botii distances. 

Boldon has prepared for a 
golden double with races 
over both events in 
Lausanne, Stockholm and 
Stuttgart. 

*T pride myself on being 
able to do both ” Boldon 
said on arrival in Athens. 

“The schedule is very 
good for doubling. I cer- 
tainly Hke my chances of 
doubling.” 

American champion 
Maurice Greene, whose 
career has been, revitalised 
since hie started training 
with Boldon under John 
Smith in California, is foe 
American men’s 100 cham- 
pion and second fastest in 
the world this year 

T still have things do,” 
Greene saidi “I want to 
break the world record 
here. I have a lot of confi- 
dence in mysetfT 


says Graf' 


PALO ALTO, California 
(R) — Melanie Molitor, 
the mother of World No. 
. 1 Martina Hingis, says 
her daughter does not 
need Steffi Graf backrin 
tiie game to push her 
because the 28-year-old 
former number one is 
physically spent 

“Steffi is physically so 
used already that even if 
she would be playing she 
wouldn’t be the same 
Steffi Graf that she was 
before,” Molitor told 
Reuters. 

Graf, owner of 21 
■ Grand- Slam titles, has 
been out of action since 
undergoing knee surgery 
after the French Open. 

The German superstar 
expects to return to the 
.tour sometime in 
-October. 

. When asked who -was 
her 16-year-old daugh- 
ter’s main rival now, 
Molitor pointed to sev- 
enth-ranked American 
Lindsay Davenport, who 
extended Hingis to three 
sets in the Semifinals of 
.the Bank of foe West 
Classic Saturday, a tour- 
nament Hingis won 
Sunday. 
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Egypt finishes on top at Pan- Arab 
Games amid dope shame 

Fans riot after seeing Syria lose soccer final 
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I nteraatlonale’s Brazilian soccer star.Ronaido is surrounded by kids before the start 
of the first game with his new team in the friendly match between Internazionale and 
Manchester In Milan (Reuters photo) 

Ronaldo makes brief Inter debut 


MILAN (R| — Brazilian 
striker Ronaldo played his 
first 17 minutes of Italian 
soccer on Sundav hut his 
new side lmemazionale had 
to scale for a I-I draw at 
home to English champions 
Manchester United. 

Ronaldo, who armed in 
inter this week after his 
much-publicised world 
record move from 
Barcelona, was given a rap- 
turous reception by a 
50.000-strong crowd as he 
ran out at the San Siro for 
an otherwise low-key 
friendly. 

He forced a corner with 
hi.s first touch but. that 
apart, was subdued by Unit- 
ed defenders Denis Irwin 
and Ronny Johnsen. 

After 17 minutes, with 
inter 1-0 down thanks to a 
fine strike by United for- 
ward Nicky Butt, the world 
footballer of the year was 
replaced by Chilean striker 
Ivan Zamorano. 

Inter President Massimo 


Morani said afterwards he 
was satisfied with the 
Brazilian's first perfor- 
mance but added that 
Ronaldo was not yet . in 
peak condition. 

“He frightens players 
when he runs at them but he 
still has some work to do on 
his fitness,** Morani said. 

Inter's other star debutant 
was Nigerian Nwankwu 
Kanu. who signed from 
Ajax Amsterdam u year ago 
but missed the whole of last 
season after he was diag- 
nosed as having congenital 
heart disease. 

The 20-ycar-old, who was 
told who eould die if he 
continued to play football 
and underwent a major 
operation last year to cor- 
rect the disorder, came on 
to thunderous applause 
with nine minutes left. 

“Kanu had a quiet match 
for the little time he was on 
but I think he's an excep- 
tional player" Morani said. 
“Given lime, I think he'll 


Jfilf Sampras leads ATP rankings 

MONACO (10 — Leading rankings issued by 
the ATP Tour on Monday : 

1. Pete Sampras (U.S.) 5.388 points 

2. Michael Chang (US.) 3.743 

3. Gorah Ivanisevic (Croatia) 2.788 

4. Alex Corretja (Spain) 2,409 

5. Thomas Muster (Austria) 2.407 

6. Sergi Bmguera (Spain)’ 2,275 

7. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russia) 2,224 

8. Thomas Enqvist (Sweden) . 2,223 

9. ’ Marcelo Rios (Chile) 2,143 

10. Carlos Moya (Spain) 2,133 

11. Eelix Mantilla (Spain) 2,003 

12. Boris. Becker (Germany) 1,918 

, 13. Gustavo Kuerten (Brazil) 1,859 

14. Mark Philippbussis (Australia) 1,858 

15. Richard Krajicek (Netherlands) 1,752 

16. Feu .Korda (Czech Republic) 1,677 

17. Albeit Costa (Spain) 1,658 

I8i Tim Henman (Britain) L584 

19. Patrick Rafter (Australia) . 1*560 ■ 

20. Tbod Wbodbridge (Australia) . 1,539. 


FOR ISl.X ! 


OFFICE SPACE (135 SQ. M) 
EXCELLENT LOCATION - REASONABLE RENT 
FIRST FLOOR - 7TH CIRCLE 
CITY TERMINAL BUILDING 
CALL : SONA (835448) MOBILE (079 - 59778) 



FOR RENT 

2 bedroom flat with comfortable furniture , garage, 
garden and all facilities. Location: Shmeisani near 
Tycke Hotel. Annual rent 

FOR RENf lN AQABA 

Furnished flat with sea view. Ground floor with 
garage and telephone, (2-3 bedrooms). Annual rent. 

Caff Tel. 684230 - Amman 


FOR SALE 

AUDIO/VIS. EQUIPMENT AND 
THREE BICYCLES 

1. AUTO SLIDE PROJECTOR WITH 
SCREEN 

2. OVERHEAD PROJECTOR (NEW) 

3. 16MM FILM PROJECTOR (NEW) 

4. FOLDING SCREEN FOR 16MM AND 
SLIDES 180M 

5. AUTO ENGLISH TYPEWRITER 

6. MANUAL ARABIC TYPEWRITER 

7. APPLE PRINTER (IMAGE WRITER1 1 ) 

8. THREE BMX BICYCLES (7/12 YEARS) 
PLEASE CALL 630571 OR 610719 


.settle in and be u great for- 
ward." 

Debut* oxide. Sunday's 
mutch was a disjointed 
affair, thanks in targe pan 
to the constant substitu- 
tions. 

Fifteen were made in all, 
and goalkeeper Gianluca 
Pagliuca was the only Inter 
player to see out the full 9t) 
minutes. 

Bun pul United ahead 
after latching onto a superb 
pass from Paul Seholes and 
the English champions 
thoroughly deserved their 
halftime lead. 

They appeared to be 
heading for victory when, 
with 20 minutes left, Eng- 
land defender Gary Neville 
headed a seemingly harm- 
less cross past his own 
goalkeeper and into the 
United net. 

Inter won a penalty com- 
petition after the match 4-1 
to claim a trophy based on 
the result of this one match. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — As 
the flag of the Pan-Arab 
Games was handed over to 
Jordan which will host the 
next edition in 2001. the 
8th Pan-Arab Games ended 
Sunday with Egypt the 
dear winner alter raking in 
97 gold medals. It also col- 
lected the highest number 
of failed dope tests. 

Five of its gold winning 
athletes — two wrestlers, a 
taekwondo fighter, a boier 
and volleyball player 1 — 
tested positive for drugs. 

Their medals were sus- 
pended and may be can- 
celled after a final decision 
by the Games Committee 
later this week, said Rida 
Kuzem. head of the med- 
ical committee. 

Despite the stigma. 
Egypt’s dominance during 
the past 1 5 days was over- 
whelming, especially in 
wrestling. weightlifting 
and swimming where the 
country won a total of 65 
gold medals. 

Egypt also took 58 sil- 
vers and 39 bronzes, a total 
of 194, the highest by any 
country at the Arab Games 
since the first games were 
held in 1953. 

Its nearest rival, Algeria, 
won 43 golds, 44 silvers 
and 47 bronzes. Morocco 
finished third with 19 
golds, 13 silvers and 17 
bronzes. 

A sour note was injected 
on the final day when offi- 
cials announced more drug 
violations, raising to 12 the 
number of athletes who 
have failed the dope tests. 





Lebanese soldiers dean the running track after Syrian spectators wrecked hundreds 
of seats at Beirut’s soccer stadium during the soccer final between Syria and Jordan 
on the last day of the Pan Arab Games. Jordan beat Syria 1-0 in the match (Reuters 
photo) 


Besides the Egyptians, 
officials have also suspend- 
ed — pending a final ver- 
dict — the gold medals of 
a Saudi Arabian and an 
Algerian, and the silver 
medal of Syria's basketball 
team after a player tested 
positive. Another Saudi has 
already been stripped of his 
discus throw sold. 

The final day also was 
reserved for the Arab 
world's most popular sport, 
soccer. 

In the final, Jordan 
defeated Syria 1-0, scaring 


the goal five minutes 
before the final whistle. 

In Amman, Jordanians 
too k to the streets in cele- 
bration of the victory, 
dancing, firing guns into 
the air. honking car horns 
and waving the national 
flag. 

Angry Syrian fans broke 
the plastic chairs and 
hurled water bottles on the 
players, disrupting the 
game for some minutes. 

” Some 30.000 Syrians 
destroyed an estimated 400 
seats and hurled rubbish 


and empty bottles at the 
players while Syrian play- 
ers beat and kicked 
Lebanese photographers, 
witnesses said. 

The Lebanese army evac- 
uated the stadium but no 
casualties were reported in 
the incidenrs. 

Beirut's stadium, 

destroyed by Israeli bombs 
in the civil war. was rebuilt 
for the games at a cost of 
S50 million. 

The Games had started 
with controversy when 
Lebanon, under pressure 




from and influential Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, barred 
97 Iraqi athletes from com- 
peting. 

The> were stranded at the 
Syrian-Lebanese border 
without visas for two day* 
before heading home. 

The Games were the first 
major international event 
staged in the Lebanese cap- 
ital since the end of the 
1975- [990 civil war. 

Of the I 1 * countries that 
participated, only two 
failed to win any medals — 
Djibouti, which had sent 
only one athlete, and Mau- 
ritania. 

Held at a cost of S8 mil- 
lion. the Games did much 
to boost Lebanon's efforts 
to show that it has recov- 
ered from 15 years of 
internecine fighting that 
ended in 1990. 

“We have asserted that 
Lebanon is able to face up 
the challenge and be stead- 
fast." said Osman Saad, 
head of the Arab Sports 
Federation. 


Hingis beats Martinez in California final 


PALO ALTO, California (R) — World No. I Martina Hingis 
showed off her entire repertoire in crushing a lethargic Con- 
chita Martinez 6-0 6-2 in the final of the $450,000 Bank of 
the West Classic Sunday. 

The 53-minute win was the 16-year-old's 50th match vic- 
tory of the year with only one loss, the French Open final 
against Iva Majoli. 

It was also the first time that Hingis has defended a tide. 
She won the Bank of the West last November over Monica 
Seles when it was played indoors . 

Hingis was never seriously tested by Martinez, who did not 
finish her doubles semifinal on Saturday night until mid- 
night, went to sleep at 2 a.m. and woke up six hours later to 
prepare for the noon final. 

The sixth-seeded Spaniard said Saturday evening that the 
scheduling was unfair and that she would likely be tired for 
the match. Martinez appeared to be resigned to the fact that 
she would lose the moment she walked on the court. 


“Physically and mentally I just wasn't prepared," said Mar- 
tinez, who won only 33 points in the match while commit- 
ting 35 unforced errors. “I was really tired. The only thing I 
could do is try to fight and not get down on myself." 

Hingis said that her 0-2 record against Martinez entering 
the match gave her extra motivation. 

“There was a little bit of that," the Swiss star said. “It was 
another challenge. It was over a year ago that 1 last played 
her (a 6-2 6-2 loss at the 1996 Italian Open) and I wanted to 
see how much I had improved. 

While Martinez set up points well during the match, near- 
ly every time she had an opportunity to put the ball away, she 
would either push it wide or dump it into the net. 

“I was really sore and I couldn't run to balls well enough 
to really hit them,” Martinez said. 

Still, the 25-year-old Martinez said that because she beat 
Monica Seles for the first time during her week here, she 
believes her career has taken a turn for the better. 


“I'm back in the top 10 and that's very important to me.” 
Martinez said. “Hopefully the next rime I play her I won’t be 
so tired. 

The 1.68 metres Hingis was so confident the match was in 
her pocket that in the second set, she began to sene and vol- 
ley at will, an unusual tactic fora player with a mediocre first 
sene. 

When asked whether there is a pan of her game she can 
still improve. Hingis replied: “Which one do you think?" 

When the reporter responded that her second serve still 
needs work. Hingis shot back: “Well, I understand 1 served 
92 per cent with my first sene today. If I keep doing that. 1 
guess 1 won't need to worry about ray second serve." 

The Bank of the West was Hingis’s ninth title of rhe year. 
She will begin play at the Toshiba Classic in San Diego. Cal- 
ifornio. on Wednesday, and will play in Manhattan Beach. 
California, the followin': week. 
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His Majesty King Hussein greets Jiryes Tadros, the popular soccer performer CjBLlT?"VE ffSI S* til 6 l?Olci 
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night, at Amman Airport, Monday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Jordan’s sports teams met by a line-up of royalty and officials, Monday, upon step, 
ping off file military airplane which took them home to national celebrations. 
Crowds where awaiting at the airport to accompany them on a drive all over! 
Amman (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 



Arab Games reflect 
inter- Arab tensions 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Eighth Pan-Arab Gaines 
hosted by Lebanon this 
month reflected the deep- 
rooted political tensions in 
the Middle East as violent 
incidents frequently broke 
out between rival fans and 
players. 

The July 12-27 games, ini- 
tially promised as an opportu- 
nity to show the unity of the 
Arab Umma (nation), were 
more often marred by inter- 
Arab fractions. Lebanon 
began the games by banning 
Iraq from taking part under 
strong pressure from Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, which both 
provided funding to rebuild 
the sports city in Beirut where 
the competitions were held 

But Iraq defied the move by 
sending 95 athletes who trav- 
elled by land via Syria and 
remained stranded for several 
days at the Syrian-Lebanese 
border before returning hack 
home hours before the open- 
ing ceremony. 

The move came despite 
recent efforts to revive 
Lebanese- Iraqi relations, sev- 
ered after the 1994 assassina- 
tion of a leading Iraqi dissi- 
dent in Beirut 

But Lebanese spectators, 
contradicting their country's 
official stand, teased Kuwaiti 
players during a basketball 
game by chanting “Saddam. 
Saddam." — in reference to 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, whose troops were 
driven out of Kuwait by a 
U.S.-led international coali- 
tion in 1991. 

During a football game 
between Lebanon and Libya, 



Syrian soccer fans leave Beirut sport city after breaking hundreds of chairs in the 
newly-built complex in frustration over their national team’s loss to Jordan in the 
Pan-Arab Games soccer finals, Sunday. Jordan took borne the gold medal by beating 
Syria 1-0 (AFP photo) 


Lebanese spectators raised 
large portraits of Imam Musa 
Sadr, founder of the pro- 
Syrian AmaJ movement who 
disappeared on a trip to Libya 
in 1978, drawing anger from 
the Libyan crowd and 
prompting army troops to 
confiscate the posters. 

The games also witnessed 
an unprecedented public 
show of hostile feelings 
among the Lebanese against 
Syria, which maintains 
35,000 troops and an array of 
intelligence services agents in 
its tiny neighbouring country. 


Lebanese spectators, 
expressing their long-held 
frustration, which was 

heightened by die defeat of 
their country at tbe semi- 
finals against Syria last week, 
cheered tbe Jordanian team 
throughout the final game on 
Sunday. 

They even unanimously 
booed Syrian players as they 
stepped on the podium to 
receive the silver medal after 
the game, during which thou- 
sands of Syrian fans wrecked 
chairs and bombarded the 
track encircling the stadium 


with bottles of water. 

A Syrian player also 
harassed a Lebanese photog- 
rapher, triggering die interfer- 
ence of Lebanese army sol- 
diers and prompting whistles 
and anti-Syrian insults from 
Lebanese spectators. 

During the semifinal game, 
tens of thousands of 
Lebanese spectators shouted 
“Syria, Syria, get out" as 
Syrian fans responded by 
chanting: “With soul, with 
blood, we shall redeem you 
(Syrian President Hafez) 
Assad.” 


Fist fights broke out outside 
tbe stadium as Syrian soldiers 
in Beirut and other bases in 
nearby mountains celebrated 
by fixing machine-gun rounds 
into tbe air. 

Even before the games had 
started, a dispute over tbe 
name of the sports city in 
Beirut nearly provoked a 
political crisis in Lebanon. 

Rafik Hariri, tbe billionaire 
Muslim S unni prime minis- 
ter, wanted to re-Christen the 
complex to Beirut Sports City 
to push tbe idea of Lebanese 
unity after it had longed been 
named after former Christian 

President rami lie rhammm 

Tbe move angered 

President Elias Hrawi and 
other Christian leaders -who 
accused Mr. Hariri of 
attempting to harm their com- 
munity, which already feels 
threatened and frustrated at 
Beirut’s pro-Syrian govern- 
ment after the 1975-1990 
civil war. 

During the opening cere- 
mony of the July 12-27 
games, Mr. Hrawi finally 
declared that tbe complex, a 
symbol of Lebanon’s pre-war 
golden days, will remain the 
Camille Chamoun Sports 
City. 


Denktash lashes out 
ahead of Cyprus talks 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Turidsh- 
Cypriot leaders accused the 
governments of Cyprus and 
Greece Monday of trying to 
weaken Turkey’s role in a 
future peace accord, ahead of 
talks aimed at forging con- 
crete steps towards a solution. 

The leaders of the two com- 
munities on die divided east- 
mi Mediterranean island are 
to meet in Nicosia for U.N.- 
sponsored talks late Monday, 
their second face-to-face 
meeting this month. 

ButTurkish-Cypriot leader, 
Rauf Denktash accused 
Greece and Greek-Cypriot 
authorities of wanting to 
“weaken in a future accord 
Turkey’s role as guarantor of 
the island.” 

“Turkey has historic, 
geopolitical and contractual 
rights over Cyprus," said Mr. 
Denktash. whose breakaway 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus is recognised only by 
Ankara. 

“It is a question of a 
Turirish-Greek. balance ... the 
Cyprus problem cannot be 
solved without Turkey’s con- 
tribution," he said, the 
Turkish news agency 
Anatolia reported. 

Mr. Denktash is to meet 
Cyprus President Glafcos 
derides, a Greek-Cypriot, at 
6 p.m. at the home of the 
U.N. special representative to 
Cyprus, Gustav Feissel in the 
buffer zone dividing the two 
communities. 

The two veteran politicians 
met earlier this month in New 


York, their first encounter in 
three years, after a year of 
heightened tensions amid eth- 
nic clashes and Turkish 
threats of military retaliation 
over a Greek-Cypriot plan to 
deploy air-defence missiles. 

“The two leaders have 
agreed to discuss humanitari- 


an issues, but once they are 
there, they can talk about any- 
thing," Mr. Feissel told AFP. 

However, Greek-Cypriot 
officials deny there will be an 
open agenda, saying Mr. 
Clerides will address “only 
specific humanitarian issues 
including tbe 450 
GreekCypriots and Maronhes 
living in die Turitish-Cypriot 
north and die fate of 1,6 19 
Greek-Cypriots missing since 
the 1974 Turkish invasion. 

Mr. Denktash also accused 


tbe European Union of set- 
ting a trap by inviting Cyprus 
for membership talks, a move 
that has sparked Turkish 
threats to integrate die 
TRNC. 

“It is a trap which aims to 
split us from Turkey and lead 
to a victory of Hellenism in 
the Cyprus problem.” he said. 

However. Britain's high 
commissioner in Cyprus, 
David Madden, said be did 
not believe die EU issue 
would be an obstacle and said 
he hoped Mr. Denktash 
would attend die next round 
of talks in Montreux. 
Switzerland, from August 11- 
16. 


Lawyers 
of British 


deny calling for crucifixion 
nurses after their execution 


DUBAI (AFP) — Lawyers 
for the family of ’ an 
Australian woman slain in 
Saudi Arabia denied 
Monday calling for two 
British nurses on trial in an 
Islamic court to be crucified 
idler execution if they are 
convicted of murder. 

The International Law 
Firm (ILF), in a telephone 
call to Agence France 
Presse (AFP) in Dubai, said 
i( made no such request at 
the latest hearing. “It’s 
legally impossible." said a 
lawyer for the Riyadh-based 
firm. 

AFP Sunday quoted an 
ILF official as saying that 
the request was made at the 
hearing the same day before 
the Islamic court in Khobar, 
eastern Saudi Arabia. The 
official asked not to be 
named. 

The Gulf Arab kingdom, 
which strictly enforces 
Islamic law. crucifies the 
bodies of convicts who have 
been executed if their 
crimes are particularly 
heinous. 

Lucille Mclauchlan, 
and Deborah Parry, 
stand accused of killing and 
robbing their Australian col- 
league Yvonne Gilford. 


31. 

41, 


They risk being beheaded if 
found guilty. 

The families of the 
Britons, meanwhile, were to 
meet the women Monday 
for a second time before fly- 
ing home, a British diplo- 
mat said. The meeting was 
to take place in Dammam, 
where the women have been 
held in jail since December. 

Mclauch Ian’s mother and 
father. Ann and Stan, and 
Parry's sister Sandra and 
brother-in-law Jonathon 
Ashbee are booked to return 
to Britain Tuesday, the 
embassy spokesman said. 
They already visited the 
nurses Saturday. 

The trial for the killing of 
5 5 -year-old Gilford has 
been adjourned until August 
10 . on a legal technicality. 
Neither the nurses nor their 
families attended the last 
session. 

Defence lawyers said the 
three-judge panel was 
“leaning towards disquali- 
fying the Gilford family 
from any participation in 
determining the fate of the 
two nurses." 

In Islamic law, a victim’s 
family has the right to spare 
the lives of a relative's 
killers and accept a finan- 


cial settlement, under a pro- 
vision called “Diya” in 
Arabic. 

At its previous session on 
July 7. the panel recognised 
Gilford’s brother Frank as 
the closest surviving rela- 
tive along with their ailing 
mother Muriel. Frank 
Gilford has so far refused to 
consider the option of 
mercy. 

But the defence firm said 
the court has given it two 
weeks to prove that the 
elderly mother, who lives in 
a nursing home and is said 
to be suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease, was 
not mentally competent to 
make a decision. 

“We expect the court will 
then refuse to impose the 
death penalty even if 
requested by Frank Gilford 
or will require the appoint- 
ment of an independent 
individual to represent the 
interests of Mrs. Gilford,” it 
said in a statement. 

"Upon demonstration of 
the mental condition of the 
mother, the court will most 
probably demand a 
guardian to be appointed by 
an Australian court, or the 
Australian court will 
assume this role." said the 


firm of Salah AJ Hejailan. 

“Frank Gilford will not be 
considered in this situation 
to become a guardian on the 
basis of conflict of interest 
and tbe inflexible and con- 
tradictory position publicly 
taken by him during the last 
few months." it said. 

The defence firm, which 
has for weeks challenged 
the brother’s right to deter- 
mine the fate of the nurses if 
convicted, did not elaborate. 

The trial started on May 
19 and has been closed to 
the media. But lawyers for 
the defence and for the vic- 
tim’s family have attended, 
along with Australian and 
British diplomats. 

The Australian woman’s 
body was found on 
December 1 1 in her dormi- 
tory at King Fahd military 
medical complex in 
Dbahran, also near Khobar. 
She had been stabbed 13 
times, beaten and suffocat- 
ed. The nurses initially con- 
fessed to the murder, refer- 
ring to a lesbian relation- 
ship. But they later retracted 
the confessions, saying they 
had been physically and 
mentally abused by inter- 
rogators. 


Italians carry on with Yemen 
holiday after kidnap adventure 


SANAA (AFP) — Two 
Italian tourists carried on 
with their vacation Monday 
after spending two days as 
hostages of Yemeni tribes- 
men. the Italian embassy 
said. 

‘The two tourists are 
okay. They were well treat- 
ed by the tribal sheikh and 
the villagers. They are 
going to leave the country 
Wednesday as planned” 
after doing more sight-see- 
ing. Attach^ Roberto 
Vesperini told AFP. 

Luigi Archetti, an engi- 
neer, and Maria Paola 
Moriconi, a psychologist, 
both around 40 and from 
Rome, were kidnapped 
Saturday on tbe road from 


tbe Yemeni capital south to 
Taiz. 

A local governor inter- 
vened and went to the house 
of the kidnappers to secure 
the release of the couple late 
Sunday. Mr. Vesperini said. 

The couple, along with 
their Yemeni driver and 
Ethiopian guide who were 
snatched and freed at the 
same time, were welcomed 
on their return by Interior 
Minister Colonel Hussein 
Arab and Italian embassy 
officials. 

A Yemeni official said the 
latest kidnapping was “the 
work of a gang manipulated 
from abroad which wants to 
barm the country’s image.” 

It was the first case of 


Italians being abducted 
since October 1993. 

But more than 80 foreign- 
ers have been kidnapped by 
Yemeni tribes since 1993. 
All have been released 
unharmed after being used 
as bargaining chips to try to 
win concessions from the 
government. 

In the last case, four elder- 
ly Germans were kidnapped 
by the Jihm tribe in March 
and held for two weeks, 
until their release by securi- 
ty forces- Earlier the same 
month, seven German 
motorcycle tourists were 
held for 10 days. 

Germany and Italy are the 
main markets for tourism to 
cash-strapped Yemen. 


PFLP woman to complete 
prison sentence in Norway 


OSLO (AFP) — Palestinian 
hijacker Soraya Ansari, 
jailed in Germany since 
November for the 1977 
hijacking of a German air- 
liner, will arrive in Oslo 
Tuesday to serve the rest of 
her 12 -year sentence, her 
lawyer said Monday. 

“I can confirm (hat she 
will come on Tuesday. 
Norwegian police have also 
confirmed that," Heidi 
Bacbe-Wiig said. 

Ms. Ansari, 44, was in 
November found guilty by a 
Hamburg court of being an 
accessory to the murder of 
Juergen Schumann, the 
German pilot of a Lufthansa 


plane hijacked to Somalia in 
1977 . 

Ms. Ansari is the sole sur- 
vivor of four Palestinians 
who hijacked the plane in a 
bid to- free 1 1 leaders of the 
German far-left Red Army 
faction and two members of 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 

The three other hijackers 
were lolled when German 
special forces stormed the 
plane in Mogadishu. 

Ms. Ansari was tracked 
down by Norwegian police 
in 1994 and arrested, after 
having lived in Norway 
since 1991. After a long 
legal battle in Norway, she 


was extradited to Germany 
to stand trial. 

She will be eligible for a 
reprieve after serving half 
of her sentence, if German 
authorities grant their con- 
sent. That means Ansari 
could be free in just over 
two years, as years under 
arrest in Norway are includ- 
ed in her sentence. 

According ro Mr. Bache- 
Wiig, Ms. Ansari, who has a 
young daughter living in 
Norway, is in need of 
surgery, suffering from 
severe knee and back 
injuries caused by gunshot 
wounds suffered during the 
hijacking. 



Albright body guard 
shoots himself 
in the foot 
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KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— A security agent guarding f 1 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright here 
accidentally shot himself in 
the foot the Stale 
Department said Monday. 
The accident happened 
when the bodyguard was on 
duty on Friday evening in 
the Sunway Lagoon Hotel 
here, where Albright is stay- 
ing during the annual 
Association of South Eas 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
meeting. State Departmea 
spokesman Nicholas Bibbs 
said. “He was checking te 
weapon," Bums said. “Ik 
shot himself in tbe loot, the 
bullet went right through" 
The agent, who has not been 
named, spent several hours 
in hospital but was walkrnj 
the next day and returned to 
Washington Monday. 
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With beards, beer 
and bulls. Key West 
honours ‘papa’ 
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KEY WEST (R) - 
Displaying grace under 
pressure before a boisterous, 
beer-swilling crowd, Bart 
Barton, an insurance 

adjuster from Deerfield ‘.■•fc.'t'rd .. 

Beach, Florida, won die r- 

annual Ernest Hemingway ^'" n 
look-alike contest in Sloppy 
Joe’s bar in Key WesL 
Barton, white-bearded. |i n 
amply girthed and dressed mini-rr. ... 
in a cable-knit fisherman’s ^ 
sweater and khaki shots ■ fr-un u 
just tike “papa" used to -.r, vr-. . 
wear, beat 20 other finalists ' L *n^ui - . ... 
who shambled onto the . 

stage of Hemingway’s oW 
haunt on the island’s Dnvai ^ in fa ,> : , { 
Street The contest was the n.. r 
highlight of the Hemingway y rep,, n _ ; 
Days Festival, which had 'Ufa iUlU| . n 
nearly died after organisers 
locked horns with the hK '. ' ' 

writer's sons over the right « n ‘ . ' 
to use his name. This w® Iwn 
the 63-year-old Barton’s 

sixth try in the look-alike 5P1 up 

contest and he defeated 

about 90 other “papas" . ,l . v 
across the United Stares- 
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Malaysia 
"scorpion king* 
aims for record 

ir 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) - ^ill fa A 
A Malaysian snake charmer ’• .V 
who emerged after staying i?^, i>i-. 

a glass booth with thou' <4 7 ^ 1 * 

J. jrl.. ...minllt ft . 
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known as berth ''snake kii^ - rr,.,,. 


and 




— “scorpion king" . m - rr . 

Malaysia. Ali began his fe^ ^ Jn 0 ( j fll . 
on July 5 with 5,000 scorin' \ ( ‘'ll* 
ons. Half-way through, P . ,n, 1 ucn l 

had to add another L» Un “ 

scorpions to his booth when ^ w Ur ^ 
a spectator to the e«B[^ 
doubted that the ones -Wri- ... ■ > 
was using were deadly. The ^ . 5 ^, ^ 
spectator challenged Alt w ^ *'»ira n '■ 

use the 1080 scorpions ; 

had caught in a jungle- T»jL/ >e irs . he- 
man was nowhere to be se® , 1 ^ : - r - 
when Ali emerged victon- ^ 1 (,f ^ 




